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August was our first full month of operation since March.  We continue 
to operate at a greatly reduced schedule for lack of willing supervisors. 

All in person meetings remain canceled through the end of the year.  I'm 
thinking the Christmas party will also have to be canceled but we will 
make that decision when the time comes.  The Mineral Interest Group 
(MIG) continues to hold its presentations on Zoom once a month. 

The 2020 show in all forms remains canceled.  I have heard that the 
Montreal fall show is still a go at this time. 

Our building is now under new management, but other than paperwork 
there has been no change. 

September auction and general meeting: 

The September auction is a go for outside the garage door September 
10, 7-9 pm.  Club members will be seated in the parking lot area.  We 
will use vehicles to create a safe enclosure for ~30 chairs spaced 2 
metres apart.  Masks will be mandatory.  Our rain date will be 
September 11. 

The auction will double as our general meeting.  Anyone who wishes to 
volunteer for the executive is more than welcome.  We also accept 
apprentices. 

Kerry Day 

OLMC President 

All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and 
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters.  Also, 
feel free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: 
news@olmc.ca 

In this monthôs 

Newsletter: 

Presidentôs Message p. 1 

Club News p. 2 

Beryl pit, Beryls, &  

Beryllium  p. 4 

Geoheritage Around  

Ottawa p. 5 

Toxic Rocks p. 6 

Workshop Schedule p. 8 

Classified Ads p. 9 

Membership form p. 10 

 

Workshop Address: 

190-1C Colonnade road 

Ottawa, ON K2E 7J5 

Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367) 

 

Website: 

http://www.olmc.ca 

Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/ 

OttawaLapsmithMineralClub 

mailto:news@olmc.ca
http://www.olmc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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The OLMC Show Committee made 

the hard decision to cancel this yearôs show.  

Like many other organizations around the 

province, the coronavirus pandemic and self-

distancing requirements resulted in many 

cancelled shows.  The show committee is 

considering alternative events, but there are no 

solid plans yet. 

If you have any queries about future 

shows, or would like to help the show 

committee in some capacity, please contact 

the show chair at showchair@olmc.ca. 

Membership Renewal  

Many people renewed their club 
membership at the annual show.  With its 
cancellation, members must go to the 
workshop/studio to fill out a renewal form, 
or send an e-mail to the membership chair 
at memberchair@olmc.ca 

Memberships purchased at last yearȟs show 
will be good until the end of 2020. 

 

The workshop/studio will be open for general use on Saturdays, from 10:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m.  General meetings are cancelled until further notice. 

Mineral Interest Group meetings are hosted on the Internet until November.  Each 

month, John Montgomery will book a speaker, and MIG members will receive an e-mail with 

the URL of the meeting.

 

Long-time club 

member Mike 

Bozozuk passed 

away in January 

of cancer.  He 

had been a 

member since 

1991. 

 

Oct 1991 - Dec 1992: taught Intermediate 

Gem Polishing on Thursdays in the workshop 

Jan 1992 - Dec 1993: Workshop chair on 

Thursdays 

Jan - Dec 1994: Elected as Vice President 

Jan ï Dec 1995: Served as President 

Jan ï Dec 1996: Served as Past President 
https://ottawacitizen.remembering.ca/obituary/michael-

bozozuk-1078262786 

 

 

 

 

Bruneau Jasper has layered patterns of 

brown, reddish brown and cream colour, 

or sometimes of red and green colour.  

Some people call it porcelain jasper 

because the cabochons have a pretty 

porcelain-like finish.  It was found in the 

1950's, in exposed rhyolite in the Bruneau 

River canyon in Idaho.  As of 2009 

Bruneau jasper was no longer in 

production, and was difficult to locate. 

mailto:showchair@olmc.ca
mailto:memberchair@olmc.ca
https://ottawacitizen.remembering.ca/obituary/michael-bozozuk-1078262786
https://ottawacitizen.remembering.ca/obituary/michael-bozozuk-1078262786
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A Tanzanian miner finally found buyers for his rare tanzanite stones. 

¶ Man sells largest-ever Tanzanite gems for $3.3M USD (link) 

¶ Tanzanian miner sells third precious stone for over $2M USD (link) 

The first complete dinosaur skeleton was ñre-discoveredò, and 

information about it was published in August.  

The bones of Scelidosaurus had lain in dusty 

storage in Britain, for 160 years, but they 

were studied in detail only in the last few years (link).  In other fossil 

news, the 2-meter long, 1360 kg skull of a Triceratops was 

uncovered by university students in South Dakota, in late August. It 

was sent to Missouri for more analysis (link). 

 

Exploration company NV Gold announced the discovery of high-grade gold deposits in 

August, near Prince George, B.C., after conducting tests with aeromagnetic tools and 

radiometric surveys from helicopters (link).  Klondike Gold Corp also began drilling for gold 

in July, near Dawson City, Yukon (link). 

In August, Mount Etna in Sicily, Italy, erupted from a new vent 

with strombolian activity ï mild blasts, ejection of incandescent 

cinders, small stones, and lava bombs (link).  It comes after the 

volcano at Stromboli, ñthe Lighthouse of the Mediterraneanò, 

erupted in a similar manner on July 20. 

Here is one of the exciting items that will be 

up for auction on September 10, at the studio. 

 

Star Grinder Model GP-8 

 

Would you be interested in 

attending virtual club meetings 

or activities?  There are several 

video applications that allow 

people to chat and collaborate 

over the Internet.  For example, a 

silversmithing group might schedule a casual 

video chat to talk about new projects or 

showcase new techniques.  A rockhounding 

group might meet to coordinate trips or 

provide help with mineral identfication on a 

regular basis.  Some questions are 

unanswered.  For example, who would 

volunteer to set up and ñleadò a chat room? 

What is your opinion?  Send your thoughts to 

news@olmc.ca. 

 

An example of tanzanite 

Skull of a triceratops 

Mount Etna 

 

 

 

 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7107529/miner-tanzanite-found-millionaire/
https://www.legit.ng/1353315-tanzanian-miner-wins-sells-precious-stone-n773m.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-08-dinosaur-skeleton-ready-closeup.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/08/26/triceratops-skull-found-south-dakota-sent-missouri/3441540001/
https://www.nvgoldcorp.com/news/2020/nv-gold-increases-property-claim-holdings-at-the-high-grade-exodus-gold-project/#:~:text=NV%20Gold%20has%20commenced%20its%20aggressive%202020%20exploration,diamond%20drill%20program%20in%20October%20of%20this%20year.
https://bcyukonmining.com/2020/08/klondike-gold-2020-lone-star-zone-drilling-results/
https://www.volcanodiscovery.com/etna/current-activity.html
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Par/By Bob Boisvert 

"When we try to pick out anything by itself, 

we find it hitched to everything else in the Universe." 

 - John Muir 
 

The last ñCutting Edgeò newsletter mentioned that 

the Beryl Pit in Quadeville was open.  I can confirm that.  

We visited the pit, and to my surprise, the third rock I 

picked up had two well defined, nearly freestanding 

beryl crystals in it.  This is my third visit to the pit in my 

life; maybe I am getting used to it, but this time I kept 

finding beryl crystals all over the place.  

In Quadeville, the beryl crystals come out of a 

granitic pegmatite. The Beryl pit was put into production 

in 1926 and was abandoned post WWII.  The nearby 

Rose Quartz mine was prospected for Beryllium but was 

put into production in 1950 as a feldspar mine.  Many 

interesting minerals can also be found at the pit. I also 

did find a nice albite (Cleavelandite variety) crystal, as 

well as many black tourmaline crystals. All of this made 

me wonder about beryllium itself.   

First off, beryl is a cyclosilicate mineral composed of Beryllium, Aluminum, Silicon and 

Oxygen.  Beryllium itself is atomic element 4 (symbol Be) and is relatively rare in the 

universe.  It is estimated that the earthsô crust has somewhere between 2 and 3 parts per 

million of beryllium, depending on who you ask.  Of course, all elements after hydrogen are 

created in stars, but beryllium in stars is generally depleted to produce heavier elements.  

Where then does earthôs beryllium come from?  Turns 

out that it is the result of supernova cosmic rays splitting 

heavier atoms (process is called spallation).  That 

process is fascinating all by itself, and worth a quick 

Google search.  

The annual worldwide production of beryllium is 

about 220 tons; compare that to goldôs 3,100 annual 

tons.  Beryllium is used in industry in aluminum, nickel, 

iron, and copper alloys.  Inclusion of this element 

changes the properties of these metals in terms of 

flexural rigidity, thermal stability, thermal conductivity 

and low density.  There are also many other applications 

for this alkaline earth metal.   

For jewelry making, beryl crystals can be quite 

interesting.  Depending on impurities, it can be called 

 

 

 

 

 

Beryl crystal ~3 cm across 

Albite, var.Cleavelandite 
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aquamarine, chrysolite aquamarine, emerald (green), golden beryl or heliodor (yellow), 

morganite (pink), red beryl, or goshenite (translucent) 

Beryl being so scarce, I feel quite lucky to be able to have found beryl crystals so easily. 

If you go thereé 

It is a two-hour drive west from Ottawa.  Google Kauffeldt's Grocery in Quadeville.  You 

must register and pay $10 per person per day at the grocery store.  The store has gas, 

groceries, an outhouse at the back, and there is a French fry truck across the road.  Bring 

sunscreen, bug spray, a bucket, and a hammer. Physical distancing is not an issue, as the site 

is fairly large. 

Pinhey's Point 
Kanata 

The area around Pinhey's Point Historic 
Site contains bedrock (470 million years old) 
covered by a thin layer of sediments left by 
glaciers, an ocean, and more recently by the 
Ottawa River.  The "Rockcliffe Formation" is 
an area of fine-grained sandstone with a 
rippled pattern near limestone from the 
"Ottawa Group".  

The two rock groups are separated by a 
fault, which makes a sloping embankment 
down to the river.  The limestone, which 
contains fossils, is hard to see on the ground, 
but it can be seen in the houses where it was 
used for bricks and flooring. 

https://www.ottawagatineaugeoheritage.ca/su

bsites/19 

Sugar Bush Trail Grotto 
Gatineau 

This trail is one of many in Gatineau 
Park.  The grotto is located near the popular 
sugar bush trail.  According to some people, 
it is likely man-made due to its close 
proximity to various mine sites.  The sugar 
bush trail and the accompanying grotto is an 
easy, leisurely hike and is family friendly. 

For anyone visiting during the Covid-19 
quarantine/confinement, there are one-way 
signs that must be followed. People cannot 
go in the opposite direction or wander 
aimlessly to explore the place for the first 
time.  Plan accordingly in order to see certain 
sites such as this cave. 

http://www.capitalgems.ca/sugar-bush-trail-

grotto.html 

Photo of Pinheyôs Point from www.tripadvisor.ca 

Photo of the grotto from www.CapitalGems.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ottawagatineaugeoheritage.ca/subsites/19
https://www.ottawagatineaugeoheritage.ca/subsites/19
http://www.capitalgems.ca/sugar-bush-trail-grotto.html
http://www.capitalgems.ca/sugar-bush-trail-grotto.html


 

 

/,-#ȭÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ɀ September 2020 Page 6 

  

 

Beware these materials that can be toxic and even deadly to humans. 

Coloradoite:  Coloradoite is a gray-black mercury telluride 

compound formed when mercury fuses with tellurium, another 

extremely toxic and rare metal.  When heated or undergoing 

chemical alteration, deadly vapor and dust is released.  The 

mineral may be mined for the tellurium, which sometimes 

combines with gold.  This mineral was discovered in 

Colorado, but also can be found in Western Australia. 

Chalcanthite:  Rare blue chalcanthite crystals are made of 

copper, sulfur, some other elements and water.  The copper 

becomes water soluble, which can be absorbed in great 

quantities by any plant or animal, resulting in weakened 

health and death.  Even a prospective lick to test salt content 

can be deadly. 

Hutchinsonite:  Hutchinsonite is a hazardous mixture of 

thallium, lead and arsenic that should be handled with great 

care.  Thallium exposure includes hair loss, serious illness 

through skin contact, and other ailments.  The mineral is 

found in mountainous regions of Switzerland, Germany, Peru, 

Japan, and China. 

Galena:  Galena is the principle ore of lead.  It forms perfect glistening 

silver cubes.  The sulfur content of galena makes it very brittle and 

reactive to chemicals.  Contact with specimens may lead to lead dust 

exposure, which may cause anemia, weakness, and kidney and brain 

damage. 

Asbestos:  Asbestos deposits are 

aggregates of thousands of tiny, fibrous crystals that can 

become airborne and lodged in the human lung.  

Persistent irritation of the lung tissues can result in 

cancerous growths and tissue scars.  The mineral has 

been widely used all over the world, and most buildings 

constructed before the 1980s are thought to contain 

asbestos, and it is still used in some developing countries. 

 

 

 

 

 


