The Cutting Edge
Monthly Newsletter of the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club

In this month’s
Newsletter:
President’s Message

53rd Gem, Mineral &
Jewellery Show
Preparation Meeting
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The move is now complete except for the security system. The final
cost is estimated at $10,000 to $15,000. Hopefully, we will never have
to do this again!
The new club mailbox, located outside our front door, is:
190-1C Colonnade Road, Ottawa, K2E 7J5
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No MiG meeting for September

Calling all OLMC Makers!
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Southern Ontario
Paleozoic rocks
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Classified

p. 7

Workshop calendar

p. 8

Membership form
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Workshop Address:
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367)
Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

We pay for electricity, heating and AC so please turn everything off or
reduce it when you leave. The lighted outdoor sign has to be turned off
via the circuit breaker box.
Please vacuum the floor before you leave! The vacuum is located in
the Emmerson cabinet by the women's washroom.
MIG meetings will be starting up in October as we return to our normal
schedule after the Gem Show.
We have had one club fieldtrip to date. More will be forthcoming in the
fall. I am planning a Thunder Bay fieldtrip in the summer of 2020; it is
postponed from this summer because of the move.
Please note that Hogs Back will be closed for the next year. That will
complicate the commute from eastern Ottawa/Gloucester to the
workshop.

Kerry Day

Newsletter Editor:
All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and thoughts
that could be included in the newsletters.
Also, feel free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: News@OLMC.ca
Stéphane Jetté, OLMC Newsletter Editor

### Gem, Mineral & Jewellery Show 2019 ###
The 53rd annual gem, mineral and jewellery show is fast approaching, just a few weeks away!
Logistics-wise, everything is ready. There are some new dealers. I have been assured that the
restaurant will be open this year, too. Admissions will be run a little differently, with an
experimental "pre-admission" phase to get people in the door faster when the show starts.
The show still needs a lot of volunteers in many areas. A time slot chart is posted on the web
site: "http://www.olmc.ca/gs2019-volunteers.html"
There are also sign-up sheets at the workshop:
Or
Just send an e-mail to me with your preferred location and time slot.

───►

The next general meeting on September 5, at 7:30 p.m., will be another
chance to volunteer and get more information. Please consider spending
a couple of hours during that weekend to help the club in one or more
areas. Even a little bit of your time makes a huge difference.

Don’t miss the OLMC general meeting preparation
for the GEM SHOW 2019!
Thursday September 5th, 7:30pm-9pm
There are a lot of the small show cards to distribute. They are in a box at the front desk of the
workshop. Take as many as you want, and please distribute them to friends, families, coworkers, anyone that might be interested in the show.
Nepean Sportsplex Curling Rink
September 14th, 10:00 - 18:00
September 15th, 10:00 - 17:00
Thanks,
Eric Clara, Show Chair showchair@olmc.ca
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This is our call out to any OLMC members interested in selling rare rock specimens and
handcrafted lapidary or jewellery items at our upcoming 2019 Ottawa Gem, Mineral and
Jewellery Show and Sale, September 14-15, 2019.
This year, we are excited to have a new and larger Club sales presence to showcase the wide
array of creative work of our talented members. The OLMC Marketplace was a popular stop
with show visitors last year, and we want to send even more of them home with our amazing
workshop accomplishments this year!
If you are interested in being a part of our creative presence at the Show, you’ll enjoy more than
just visibility for your one-of-a-kind products: sellers receive 90% of the sales of their work, with
the remaining 10% retained by the OLMC. We allot equal table space for members, and provide
display options for those who don’t already have their own preferred set-up. And don’t hesitate
to join us if you have just a few treasures to offer – we are more than happy to accommodate!
If you are interested in taking part as a seller, or even as a member of our dynamic sales team
during the show, please contact Vicki Jasperse at: vicki_jasperse@rogers.com
Our goal is to finalize our list of participating members by the end of August,
– So, don’t wait, join us now!
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University of Waterloo, Earth Sciences Museum

https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/resources/minerals-ontario/southern-ontariopaleozoic-rocks
Overlying the Canadian Shield in the far north and in southern Ontario are young sedimentary rocks
which range in age from 540 to 360 million years. The fossil evidence suggests that these sedimentary
rocks were formed when Ontario was flooded by shallow, tropical seas. The areas of deposition was
controlled by the presence of mountains, formed from the basement rocks (the Canadian Shield).
Sediments were deposited from the Cambrian to the late Devonian times. They were composed of the
weathering of the Precambrian surface (sandstones and shales) and from the calcareous skeletons of
marine creatures. When these sediments were being formed this part of the world was situated near the
equator, creating tropical conditions ideal for the growth of life in abundance.
Layers of sedimentary rocks such as limestone were formed in the tropical seas. In some cases, a
combination of sea water as well as burial caused magnesium-rich fluids from calcareous sediments to
change the limestone to dolostone. This process of converting limestone to dolostone often causes
cavities or pores to form and these pores are frequently filled with new crystals of different minerals such
as calcite. Other common minerals include celestine, marcasite and fluorite. Fossils were well-preserved
in both the dolostone and the limestone.

From left to right:
1. Dolostone is a common sedimentary rock which can be found in massive beds several hundred feet thick.
Disputes have arisen as to how these dolomite beds form as at present time, dolomite does not form on the
surface of the Earth, yet massive layers can be found in ancient rocks. Dolostone Forms Dundas, Ontario.
2. Crystals of dolomite range from white to gray to pink. The mineral is usually a calcium magnesium carbonate,
but manganese and iron may substitute into this structure. Walkers Quarry, St. Catherine.
3. Pure celestine is colourless, but impurities give it a wide range of colours. The most common colour is light
blue, which is caused by irradiation. This light blue tint may be present in the whole specimen, or it may be
confined to one area. Lafarge Quarry, Dundas, Ontario.
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From left to right:
4. The orangey colouring of celestine as seen here is caused by barium inclusions. Celestine is commonly mined
as a source of strontium, for use in sugar-beet refining or in fireworks. Forks of Credit River, Ontario.
5. Fluorite is a halide mineral with the chemical formula CaF2. Fluorite gave its name to the phenomenon
fluorescence in 1852, as this phenomenon is very commonly and easily seen in fluorites. Crystals come in a
wide range of colours, which has led to fluorite being titled “the most colourful mineral in the world”. Lafarge
Quarry, Dundas, Ontario.
6. There are more than 300 crystal forms identified in calcite and these forms can combine to produce thousands
of different crystal variations. Possibly the most well known of calcite’s varieties is the classic scalenohedron.
The pointed end of the scalenohedron crystal is sharp, resembling the canine tooth of a dog, hence the common
name “dogtooth spar”. Scalenohedral Calcite, Kingston.

From left to right:
7. Calcite saturated-waters percolate down to form stalactites and stalagmites, which are two of the most wellknown cave formations. This stalactite is from Paris, Ontario.
8. Actinolite is an amphibole silicate mineral, a relatively common mineral in some metamorphic rocks. The
actinolite likely formed when magma came into contact with calcium-rich metamorphic rocks when the
Grenville Mountains were being built. Barrie Township, Frontenac Co., Ontario, Star Gold Mine.
9. Galena is the mineral form of lead sulphide, with the chemical formula PbS. It is the most important lead ore
mineral and is commonly associated with silver. Galena usually crystallizes into the cubic system, though
sometimes it forms octahedrons. Lafarge Quarry, Dundas, Ontario.
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From left to right:
10. Sphalerite is the mineral form of zinc sulphide but it is usually found with iron impurities. Sphalerites chemical
structure is the same as a diamonds. Lincoln Quarry, Beamsville.
11. Gypsum from the Lafarge Quarry in Dundas, Ontario.
12. Gypsum from Gull River Formation, Sparrow Lake, North of Orillia.

Deposits of lead and zinc sulphides (sphalerite and galena) may be linked to regional scale metamorphism
(often resulted from plate tectonics processes) and to hydrothermal activities.
Occasionally areas were sealed off from access
to the open ocean. At these times, the salt water
evaporated and formed beds of salt and gypsum.
In many areas, the rock mentioned above cannot
be seen as the uppermost layers of rock and
sediment in this Southern Ontario area, which
consists largely of unconsolidated sediment that
was deposited during the last million years
largely as a result of glaciations.

13. Gypsum from Gull River Formation, Sparrow Lake,
North of Orillia.
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REDUCED PRICE
Approximately 150 feet of 12 and 14 gauge BX
cable at $0.50/foot.
Will parse. For details contact:
Kerry Day (613) 850-5486
kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com

105 Garden rocks, fist sized and larger for sale
$5 each
Kerry Day (613) 850-5486
kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com

Two single phase circuit breaker boxes with
breakers at $300 and $150 respectively.
For details contact:
Kerry Day (613) 850-5486
kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com
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August 2019

Contact:

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Friday

Saturday

2

3
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

4

5
Civic holiday

6
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

7
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

8

9

10
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

11

12

13 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

14
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

15 No Meeting

16

17
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

18

19
No MiG
Meeting

20 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

21
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

22

23

24
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

26
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

27 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

28
Lapidary
4:30pm - 9pm

29 Preparation
of the postcard
to be sent
7pm+

30

31
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

25

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Board Meeting
7pm - 9pm

September 2019
Sunday

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Thursday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2
Shop Closed

Monday

3
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

4
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

5 OLMC
Meeting for
the Gem
Show
preparation

8

9
Faceting
6:30pm-9pm

10 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm
17 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm
24 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

11
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

Friday

Saturday

6

7
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

12

13

Show setup

Show setup

14
Shop closed

7:30pm-9pm

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Program Chair
Russell Black
programchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Stéphane Jetté
news@olmc.ca

15
GEM SHOW
Show takedown

16
No MiG
Meeting

22

23
Carving
6:30pm-9pm

29

30
Faceting
6:30pm-9pm

GEM SHOW!!
18
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

19
Board
Meeting

20

21
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

27

28
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

7pm- 9pm

25
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

26

We are on Facebook, join us!
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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October 2019

Contact:
Sunday

Monday

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca
6

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

13

20

7
Carving
6:30pm-9pm
14
Faceting
6:30pm-9pm
21
MiG Meeting
7pm-9pm

27

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

28
Faceting
6:30pm-9pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm
8 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm
15 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm
22 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

2
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

3

4

5
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

9
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

10
OLMC
Meeting

11

12
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

18

19
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

23
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

24

25

26
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

29 Lapidary
10am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

30
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

31

7:30pm-9pm

16
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

17
Board
Meeting
7pm- 9pm

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Program Chair
Russell Black
programchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Stéphane Jetté
news@olmc.ca

We are on Facebook, join us!
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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New Membership

OLMC Membership Application
Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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