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On the advice of our real estate agent we canceled our Insurance
policy on the workshop effective August 01. He never cleared that
with our landlord who is demanding that we maintain coverage on
the building. Our old provider no longer offers that product so I am
still trying to secure another policy through a broker (five weeks and
counting!). I dropped by the old workshop and the new tenant still
hasn't moved in yet.
We received a donation of a polishing machine, motor and other
equipment. Club member Jennifer Latham has also donated an 8
inch saw. All of this will be in our next auction.
We had an enjoyable time at the Smart mine but it is now a very
picked over tourist trap. A return visit will require the assistance of
a guide.

Kerry Day
OLMC President
Donations and Sales
The club has a GoFundMe page, if anyone wants to donate for the
workshop rent.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-the-ottawa-lapsmith-and-mineral-club

MIG ONLINE Meeting
Date: October 18 at 7:00 pm.
Guest speaker: Erin Delventhal
Talk: Ms. Delventhal will talk about her collecting work at the Blanchard
Mine in New Mexico, U.S.A.
Any OLMC member can join the Mineral Interest Group and receive invites
to the meetings. Contact John Montgomery montgomeryjr50@gmail.com

All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters. Also, feel
free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: news@olmc.ca
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October Field Trips
Saturday, October 16
Craigmont Corundum mine

Saturday, October 30
Quadeville Quarries

Leader Frank Stoyles

Leaders Kerry Day & Dave Paterson

If you plan to attend, please e-mail Frank at
fstoyles@gmail.com.

If you plan to attend, please e-mail Kerry at
pres@olmc.ca.

There is a wide variety of minerals found at
Craigmont, but the mine is famous for bronze
corundum. It can be cut into cabochons of a
beautiful caramel colour. Suggested
equipment: a small garden rake, rock
hammer, a spray bottle, a means to carry
specimens, lunch, hat, gloves, knee pads, sun
screen. Participants should be prepared to
climb some hills consisting of large rocks
(not too difficult).

We will attend both quarries. There is a fee of
$10/person for the Beryl pit. There is a fee of
$20/adult or $10/student for the Rose Quartz
quarry. There is an additional charge of $2-5
per pound of the good quality Rose Quartz.
Everything must be cash – dead cell zone, so
no Visa/MC.

Kerry Day will leave his place (101
Promenade Ave, Nepean) at 8 AM Saturday
morning; arriving at the Tim Hortons/Wendys
Meeting point is the Eagleson Park & Ride at on Stewart Street in Renfrew at 9 AM, and
8 AM. Frank will park in the southernmost
will be arriving at the collecting site at 10:30
section. For those who prefer to meet farther AM. Interested parties can meet him at any of
west, meet around 9:15 at the Tim Hortons
these locations but please inform him
on O'Brien Road going into Renfrew. It is 90 beforehand. He plans to stay 4 hours before
minutes from there to the mine site.
heading back at 2 PM.

Getting to the Sites and Personal Liability
For liability reasons the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club does not offer transportation,
subsidy or organization of any field trip. We have field trip leaders who are going to a
particular place on a particular day and at a particular time. Interested parties are welcome
to tag along with their own vehicles and at their own risk and expense, or to co-ordinate their
own car pool. Minors are the sole responsibility of their parents.
All of the collecting localities our leaders go to are in rural locations. None are active mines,
none are supervised, and none are totally safe. There are piles of broken rock and often large
holes you can fall into. Care and common sense must be exercised at all times.
Recommended safety gear is a pair of hiking boots with steel toes and shanks, knee pads,
safety vest, work gloves and eye protection. Since everything will be outside, Covid protocols
will be at your discretion.
Additional field trips are in the planning stage for November (snow permitting). Details to be
announced.
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Descent into the
'Well of Hell'
When the emotions of the moment
passed, the brothers thought about the
implications of the stone. Gilmar knew
he needed help. For one thing, the
garimpeiros were insisting the stone was
worth millions. They were adamant
about it. Since Gilmar owned the barge
and the pump, he would have the lion's
share of the pink. But the garimpeiros'
cut would be one fifth, and they wanted
their money quickly.
Matthew Hart, Diamond, 2001

On September 22, the Oman Cave
Exploration Team made what is thought to be
the first descent into Yemen's "Well of
Barhout", also known as the "Well of Hell".
The oddly circular hole in the desert is
approximately 30m wide and 112m deep.
Local people shunned the place for
centuries, describing it as a prison for genies
and a gateway to the underworld. Instead, the
explorers found stalagmites and cave pearl
formed by dripping water, plus snakes and
various dead animals.
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east58653795

September Auction
The OLMC is hosting another auction September 27 to October 4. This auction features
mineral rough, slabs, some machinery, cabochons and unique jewellery items made by club
members. Anyone can bid, including people who are not club members.

Jeweller's bench 43.75" X 24.25" X 36.75"

Mexican fire opal cab

Silver Dolphin & Botswana
Agate

Faceted Rose Quartz 29.70 cts
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Field Trip to Smart Mine

OLMC President Kerry Day organized the trip.
Photo courtesy of M.J. Farkas

On September 17, OLMC members travelled to
the Smith mine near Eganville, for a rockhounding
field trip. The trip was organized by club president
Kerry Day, and about a dozen people showed up on
that cloudless yet mild day with shovels, picks and
buckets.
This mine is one of several mines on the Miller
property. The area is known for red and green apatite
crystals, biotite, diopside titanite, zircon, calcite,
among others. There are also big boulders of white
and pink feldspar.
Apatite is a calcium phosphate used for fertilizer.
In the 1880s, the area around Lake Clear produced a
total of about 2,000 tonnes of apatite
(http://www.turnstone.ca/2226.htm). The mineral
grows in calcite veins, which are dissolved by rain
water percolating through the soil, leaving the apatite
crystals behind.
Photos
courtesy of
M.J. Farkas
& Eric Clara
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Cumbre Vieja Volcano Erupts

`

Mammoth Cave
Found to be Larger

The world's longest cave in
Mammoth Cave National Park
in Kentucky, is officially eight
miles longer on September 12.
The Cave Research
Foundation have mapped eight
more miles for the cave,
bringing the currently accepted
length to 420 miles.
Members of the CRF are
volunteers
who spend hours
On the afternoon of September 19, a volcanic eruption
crawling, climbing, and
began in the Cumbre Vieja de La Palma in the Canary
rappelling through cave
Islands, an area where a seismic swarm had been detected
passageways. Sometimes they
in the previous eight days. Thousands of low intensity
struggle through tight openings
earthquakes preceded the event.
After nightfall, fountains of lava were seen shooting into to document and map Mammoth
Cave. The survey work has
the sky, and at least three incandescent orange rivers of
been going for more than 60
molten rock pouring down the hill into woods and
farmland, engulfing scattered houses, and spreading as they years.
reached lower areas.
Último hora! canal 24 horas del volcán de La Palma - YouTube
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/people-evacuated-spanishisland-la-palma-after-volcano-eruption-warning-2021-09-19/

https://www.nationalparkstraveler.org
/2021/09/mammoth-cave-nationalpark-worlds-longest-cave-longer

Egyptian Beadnet Dress Reconstructed
The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston has two reconstructed
Egyptian beadnet dresses in its collection.
“This beadnet dress is the earliest surviving example of such a
garment. It has been painstakingly reassembled from
approximately seven thousand beads found in an undisturbed
burial of a female contemporary of King Khufu. Although their
string had disintegrated, a few beads still lay in their original
pattern on and around the mummy, permitting an accurate
reconstruction. The color of the beads has faded, but the beadnet
was originally blue and blue green in imitation of lapis lazuli
and turquoise”
Few beadnet dresses survive today. Beadnet coverings for
mummies are a more common find.
https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/beadnet-dress/
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Giant Floating Head Found in Burgess Shale
Palaeontologists at the Royal Ontario
Museum announced that they had uncovered the
remains of a new fossil species belonging to an
extinct animal group in Cambrian rocks from
Kootenay National Park.
The new member of the sub-species hurdiid
of the species radiodont (an arthropod) is named
Titanokorys gainesi. Based on the head carapace
that was uncovered, scientists estimate
Titanokorys was half a meter long, a huge size
relative to most animals that lived in the seas at
that time. Hurdiids have a long head covered by
a three-part carapace that took on various shapes.
Radiodonts had multifaceted eyes, a toothlined mouth reminiscent of a slice of pineapple, a
pair
of spiny claws below its head to capture
Fossil of Titanokorys gainesi carapace close up.
prey, and a body with a series of flaps for
Credit: Jean-Bernard Caron, © Royal Ontario
Museum
swimming. Some species also possessed large,
conspicuous head carapaces, and Titanokorys one of the largest ever known of this type.
https://phys.org/news/2021-09-massive-animal-species-half-billion-year-old-burgess.html

Baryte: An Industrial Mineral of Ontario
Baryte (or barite) is barium sulfate (BaSO4).
This usually white or colorless mineral is the
primary souce for barium.
The name is derived from the Ancient Greek:
βαρύς, meaning "heavy". It got the name
"Bologna Stone" from 17th century alchemists
who found phosphorescent specimens near
Bologna, Italy. It may be faceted, but the low
hardness (3-3.5, brittleness, easy cleavage and
heat sensitivity of baryte make it a challenge.
The mineral, including gem-quality specimens,
is found in many places around the world. One
Baryte (salmon-colored) with cerussite from
source near to Ottawa is the decommissioned
Morocco (Wikimedia)
Madawaska uranium mine near the town of
Bancroft. Usually it is in lead-zinc veins in limestones, in hot spring deposits, and with
hematite ore. It is often found with anglesite and celestine. A few notable sources for gemquality crystals are the Rock Candy Mine, British Columbia (yellow), and Thunder Bay,
Ontario (colorless).
Colored barites from certain localities may fluoresce under shortwave or longwave
ultraviolet light. Barites may also phosphoresce, and some may show thermoluminescence. It
is also diamagnetic -- an externally applied magnetic field will repel it.
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Mary Laurenzio,
Wonder Woman
Badass Cuff
Vicki Jasperse, ‘Anthers’

The Challenge:
2 months
2 materials
9 artists

The Result:

Janet Borzecki, ring
Angèle Aubin, earrings
Joy McDonell, earrings

Audrey Schreyer, pendant
Karl Schutt, pendant
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Karl Schutt,
pendant

→Angèle Aubin,
bracelet

→Mary Laurenzio,
Square wire
dangle earrings

Sushila Raju,
pendant
Vicki Jasperse, Minerva

Audrey Schreyer, pendant
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Contact:
President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

Vice-President
Matthew Poirier
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Joy McDonell, pendant

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Vera Rehill, snake pendant

OLMC Meeting Schedule
October 2021
Sunday

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

3

4

5
Silversmith
video call
19:00

6

7

8

9

Show Chair
Stéphane Jetté
showchair@olmc.ca

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
Field Trip
Craigmont
Corundum

17

18
MIG
video call
time 19:00

19
Silversmith
video call
19:00

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
Field Trip
Quadeville
Quarries

Newsletter Editor
Eric Clara
news@olmc.ca

Auction Team
auctions@olmc.ca
31
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OLMC Classified Ads

Diamond Hand
Polishing Pads
~~ by Monster ~~
http://www.toolcity.com

All CCFMS club members throughout
Manitoba, Ontario, and Québec, are
welcome on all NPGS field trips. You
must bring proof of current club
membership.
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/trips.htm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1392693
367698780/
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OLMC Membership Application
New Membership

Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
P.O. Box 59028 Alta Vista
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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