The Cutting Edge
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Financially, we had a good show but the trend of the last few
years is working against us. Attendance and revenue are flat
while all costs, show and non-show, continue to go up. Not
counting moving expenses, we are now breaking even. We
are paying for heat and electricity so please turn everything
down or off when you close up.
We picked up 29 new members at the show.
Welcome to the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club!
We haven't had many rock collecting fieldtrips this year but
we will have a number of them in late October/early
November. Please do not assume that a fieldtrip is a go. An
early winter snow is always a possibility. Always consult with
your fieldtrip leader ahead of time. If you lack a vehicle,
transport can usually be arranged.
Jean-Guy will be away for most of October and November.
Repair issues can be forwarded to me.
Thanks

Workshop Address:
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367)
Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

Kerry Day, kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and thoughts
that could be included in the newsletters.
Also, feel free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: News@OLMC.ca
Stéphane Jetté, OLMC Newsletter Editor

Date:

Thursday, October 10th, 7:30 pm

Location:

OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road, Ottawa, K2E 7J5

Club Meetings!

Gem Minerals harder than Quartz

We all meet to share our knowledge and
interest about gems, mineral, and jewellery!
For details or comments please contact:
pres@olmc.ca

On a MOHS scale, Quartz is the mineral ranking 7th. It is important to have jewellery with
gemstones in it that have a MOHS of 7 or higher; this is because of the amount of other material
that could scratch it. We know that topaz, corundum, and diamond are the harder index on a
MOHS scale, but what else could we learn about the other hard gem mineral?
Kerry Day will give a slideshow to explain more about the gem minerals harder than quartz.

Time from a mineral perspective
Date:

Monday, October 28st, 7:30 pm

Location:

OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road, Ottawa, K2E 7J5

Minerals are the only “carriers” of invaluable measurable information about the age of various
rocks. When at the beginning of the XX century, humanity learned how to extract and interpret
this information. We were able for the first time determine an actual numerical age of various
geological events from the formation of the Solar System 4.6 billion years ago to the most recent
ones. In this talk we will discuss why and how it was possible and how this unprecedented
insight into the Earth’s history completely transformed our perception of time.
Speaker: Inna Lykova, PhD, research scientist, Canadian Museum of Nature
Note that we are delaying our meeting because it is Election Day on the third Monday of this
month!
I hope you will be able to attend,
John Montgomery, JRMontgomery@rogers.com
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The 53rd Gem, Mineral and Jewellery Show was fantastic this year for several reasons!
First, we did not experience the blistering heat of the last two years. At one point, it was actually too
cold, and the large bay door had to be kept shut most of the day. The second great thing was the
tremendous help and organization of all of the many generous volunteers and partners, which meant setup
and take down for the venue and for dealers was faster than last year and all of the demonstration areas
were active on both days. And third, once again the dealers provided a huge variety of beautiful, high
quality minerals, jewellery, crafts and many other products from Canada and from around the world.

Special thanks goes to the staff and contractors and security of the Nepean Sportsplex. Their consistently
quick expertise and professionalism resolved many problems. It is a pleasure to work with them every
year. Thanks also to Tulips & Maple for providing food and drink for visitors to the show. Freeman did
an excellent job again in helping the club set up tables and chairs, and providing those enormous dollies
that have proven to be an enormous value. And thanks to moving company Tippet-Richardson for their
fast and very careful service moving the club furniture from the work shop to the show venue.
It was a pleasure and point of pride to host once again our show partners. It is an enormous privilege to
have so many academics and artisans represented at the OLMC show: Canadian Micro-Mineral
Association led by Quintin Wight; gemmologists Willow Wight and Matt Dixon; the Ottawa-Gatineau
Geoheritage Project with Dr. Al Donaldson, Blyth Robertson, and Beth Halfkenny; students from the
Carleton University Department of Earth Sciences; the Canadian Museum of Nature and an excellent
display of minerals; Flame Cats’ Melissa McKelvey providing a special demonstration of glass beading;
the Mineral Interest Group and their mineral display; and Bill Lockyer and Janet Lockyer demonstrating
stone carving.
This year, there were seven new dealers at the show, providing even more variety and attraction for show
visitors. Special thanks goes to Dealer Chair Jo Stinson for inviting these companies, as well as
welcoming, organizing and looking after the needs of all of the show’s dealers. In addition, some
experiments with the floor plan by Logistics Prime Calvin Jones proved that more dealers could be hosted
in the venue, so that should be visible next year.
The next OLMC gem show will be September 19-20, 2020, at the same location, the Nepean Sportsplex
Curling Rink. This is the club’s “traditional” week for the show, so this is a welcome change.

Thanks!
Eric Clara
Show Chair showchair@olmc.ca
OLMC’s newsletter – October 2019

Page 3

Thanks to all of the wonderful people, old and new members who gave their time and
shared their expertise in order to make this a more interesting show and
to encourage others to develop a shared passion!
Flat lapping:
A hands on activity is always a hit with
the kids and adults.
Bob Boisvert, Tanya Chandra, Pauline
Cloutier, Debra Hawthorn, Cynthia McMurray
Titan:
Appreciated by dealers and beginners
lapsmiths for making those stones just a bit
smoother and shinier!
Kat Schroeder, Jen Abrams, Melanie
Lukach, Debra Hawthorn
Carving:
Bringing stone to life!
Bill and Janet Lochlear – soap stone
sculptures using hand tools
Jennifer Latham – using a variety of
stones to create lovely miniatures
Debra Hawthorn – how to drill a hole in
a pendant, a great way to get a start in working
stone!

Metal Work:
I only wish we’d all had the opportunity
to watch your work.

Faceting:
Philippe Crête our faceting supervisor
using his lovely new machine and his own
expertise to create perfection in a stone.

George Barbu – Setting stones
Debra Hawthorn – Soldering and wire wrapping
Raine Kazmerchyk – Filigree
Kat Schroeder – Wire wrapping

More about our OLMC Library
All journals and “Workshop copy only” books are not to leave the shop. Other books can be borrowed
for a two-week period. A book can be renewed if there is no one else waiting for it. They need to be
signed out and back in again by a supervisor.
The changes are to prevent confusion over books gone missing as they have in the past and to make the
periodicals permanently available to the work shop. Sales of our used books and magazines are to obtain
new books. Our book sale at the gem show made us $203.
If anyone has a suggestion for a book they think should be a part of our library, please let us know. We
hope to start with a copy of Foldforming by Charles Lewton-Brain.

Thank you all!
Judy Courteau
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Sunday, October 20th – Local gold prospector Robert Waring has invited us to his new
workings north of Kaladar. These are several kilometers away from the workings we visited last
year. Mineral potential is largely unknown as of this writing, but there is a lot of broken rock to
poke through. Numerous mineralized cavities have been found. Access to the site will require a
800m walk down a tractor road unless you have a rugged vehicle. Please meet at the Shell
station in Kaladar (http://www.kaladarshell.com) at 9:30 am.
Kerry Day, (613) 850-5486, kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com

We will be going to the two Quadville quarries on Sunday, October 27th.
Minerals to collect are Rose Quartz, Smoky Quartz, Schorl Tourmaline and many accessory
minerals. Rose Quartz will also be available for sale by the pound.
We will meet the quarry owner at the Quadville general store at 10 am.
Those looking for a ride can meet me in the parking lot of the Lutheran church on Pinecrest at
the Queensway at 7:30 am.
Kerry Day, (613) 850-5486, kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com

Once again the owners of the fishscale peristerite site near Perth will allow an organized collecting day
for club members. This is the best lapidary material locally available. It is a privilege to be granted
permission to collect it. It is an easy trip requiring only a short walk across a meadow to the site. The
best part is that the material is plentiful and of good quality.
Date: Saturday, November 2nd
Meeting place: The parking lot of All Saints Lutheran Church at the intersection of Pinecrest Road and
the Queensway.
Meeting time: 9 am
Equipment Needed: Hammer, rock chisel, bucket, gloves, and boots.
Optional: Safety glasses, knee protectors, water bottle, and lunch.
There is a $10 fee per collector (this is to be given to the owner on arrival).
Parking in the area is assigned. The usual etiquette for collecting – no garbage, no abuse of property, no
dangerous behaviour and the owners assume no responsibly in the case of injuries.
After collecting, you might be interested in a visit to the Perth Museum at 11 Gore St, Perth. The
museum houses many of the specimens collected by Dr. Wilson of wilsonite fame. It includes a rare
specimen of wilsonite jewellery. The museum is open from 10 am to 5 pm.
To get to the collecting site, we will pass through the village of Balderson of Balderson Cheese fame.
After collecting, you might want to visit the store (great ice cream and good lunch). There is also a good
inventory of Amish furniture for sale.
If you are planning to attend this trip, please email me,
Frank Stoyles, FStoyles@gmail.com
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University of Waterloo, Earth Sciences Museum

https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/resources/minerals-ontario/northern-ontariominerals
Most of the rocks in Northern Canada are part of the ancient Canadian Shield, and covered by a thin layer
of soil. The Canadian Shield is one of the remaining pieces of the Earth’s original crust, dating over three
billion years. The shield extends from the Arctic Islands in the north to Minnesota in the south and from
Great Slave Lake in the west to the Coast of Labrador in the east. It is believed to have formed as the
result of plate tectonic processes as smaller continental landmasses drifted together and collided over
hundreds of millions of years.
Northern Ontario was once made up of a series of volcanic and plutonic rocks separated by oceans.
When the belts finally collided, vast mountain ranges were formed and many of the rocks were deformed
and metamorphosed at elevated temperatures and pressures. These conditions were ideal for
mineralization. The shield is one of the world’s richest areas in terms of mineral ores. It is filled with
substantial amounts of nickel, gold, silver and copper. The processes which metamorphosed the rocks are
believed to have occurred between 4.5 and 540 million years ago. For example, in French River, the
bedrock is of metamorphic origin and is from the Canadian Shield. Prehistoric alkaline intrusions of
lower to middle Cambrian age produced rare minerals like sodalite and cancrinite.

From left to right:
1. Amethyst is typically purple in colour, though red amethyst is also found. Red amethyst is caused by the
inclusion of small spheres of hematite existing just below the surface of the crystal. Thunder Bay, Ontario.
2. Calcite forms in many different geological environments. It is one of the most common minerals on the face of
the Earth and forms from both igneous and sedimentary processes, as well, it can be metamorphosed to produce
marble. Calcite is a major component in the igneous rocks called carbonatite, which is found in the Wawa
region. Helen Mine Wawa, Ontario.
3. Cancrinite is a rare member of the feldspathoid group of silicate minerals, typically occurring as yellowish
grains and forms as an alteration product in nepheline and feldspar in nepheline-syenite and related rocks. It can
also be found in metamorphic rocks at the contact zones between limestone and igneous intrusive. French River
and Highway 69. Ontario.
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From left to right:
4. Magnetite is one of the most common oxide minerals and can be found in igneous, metamorphic and
sedimentary rocks. It is one of just a few minerals which are attracted to a magnet and is in fact the most
magnetic mineral found in nature. Caland Ore Pit. Atikokan, Ontario.
5. Goethite is an iron bearing oxide mineral found in soil and other low-temperature environments. Goethite often
formed though the weathering of other iron-rich minerals. It may also be precipitated by groundwater or in other
sedimentary conditions, or form as a primary mineral in hydrothermal deposits. Dendritic Goethite from
Steeprock Lake Mine Atikokan, Ontario.

Over hundreds of millions of years, the shield has been eroded to its current topographic appearance of
relatively low relief. The majority of the shield which is revealed at the surface of the Earth today is
composed of igneous rocks, formed by Precambrian volcanoes, and of metamorphosed rocks, as
described above. A number of Canada’s major ore deposits are also associated with the Precambrian
volcanoes.
Finally, there are economically important minerals of sedimentary origin. Iron formations can be found
in some areas of the belt. From 1940’s to 1980, an open pit mine operated near Atikokan. To reach the
hematite ore it was necessary to divert the Seine River and drain a large portion of the lake. The ore is
generally composed of hematite (or magnetite), jasper and white quartz.
In Ontario, large quantities of amethyst formed during the faulting of the Lake Superior Basin, between
layers of Archean and Proterozoic rocks. This process occurred before the glaciations of the Great Lakes
basin 25,000 to 10,000 years ago, which depressed the land surface, scooped out thousands of lake basins,
and carried away much of the regions soil. Formation of amethyst was restricted to near-surface
conditions in veins and vugs (pockets within rock where trapped liquids and gases had created an
environment suitable for crystal formation). The beautiful colour of amethyst is caused by iron
inclusions. In Thunder Bay amethyst is found with other minerals such as pyrite, galena, sphalerite,
chalcopyrite, baryte, calcite, fluorite and native silver.
The iron deposits north of Wawa Lake were discovered during the Mihipicoten gold rush of the late
1890’s. Helen Mine was the first mine to come into production. The main ores which have been
extracted from the Helen mine include goethite, pyrite and siderite.
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REDUCED PRICE
Approximately 150 feet of 12 and 14 gauge BX
cable at $0.50/foot.
Will parse. For details contact:
Kerry Day (613) 850-5486
kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com
Two single phase circuit breaker boxes with
breakers at $300 and $150 respectively.
For details contact:
Kerry Day (613) 850-5486
kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com
A complete 3 box set of Geological Survey of
Canada Prospector chips. Best offer.
Contact Paul at 613-623-5233.
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Ankara Colour agates $ 15 / kg
Stick Agates A grade $ 10 /kg
Stick Agates B grade $ 5 /kg
Stick Agate Opaque A
$ 3 /kg
Stick Agate Opaque B
$ 1,5 /kg
Floral Agate
$ 5 /kg
Dendritic stones
$ 2,25 /kg
Pink and lavender Chalcedonies A $ 10 /kg
Pink and lavender Chalcedonies B $ 3 /kg
Minimum order of $1,000 US (total)
Salih Caglayan
Selam Natural Stone – Ankara
Phone : +90 533 4387438
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October 2019

Contact:
Sunday

Monday

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca
6

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

7
Carving
6:30pm – 9pm

13

14
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

20

20
Workshop
Closed
Election night

27

28
MiG Meeting

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

7pm – 9pm

Program Chair
Russell Black
programchair@olmc.ca

Sunday

Monday

3

4
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

10

11
Carving
6:30pm – 9pm

17

18
MiG Meeting
7pm–9pm

24

Newsletter Editor
Stéphane Jetté
news@olmc.ca

Wednesday

Thursday

1 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
8 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
15 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
22 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm

2
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

3

9
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

10
OLMC
Meeting

23
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

24

29 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm

30
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

31

Friday

Saturday
5 Lapidary
10am – 4pm

4

Workshop meeting
11am – 12am

11

12
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

18

19
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

25

26
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

7:30pm–9pm

16
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

17
Board
Meeting
7pm – 9pm

November 2019

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Tuesday

25
Faceting
6:30pm – 9pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

5 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
12 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
19 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm

6
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

7

8

9
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

13
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

14
OLMC
Meeting

15

16
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

22

23
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

26 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm

27
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

29

30
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

7:30pm–9pm

20
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

21
Board
Meeting
7pm – 9pm

28

We are on Facebook, join us!
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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New Membership

OLMC Membership Application
Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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