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The weather was not very cooperative in October.  We were only 
able to pull off one of our two scheduled field trips.  A large group 
showed up for the Craigmont trip and although we got scattered , we 
all eventually made it to the mine site.  The best find of the day was 
made by a teenager who pulled a 3-inch wide crystal out of the 
dumps. 

 
Our big event of November-December will be our Christmas 

auction/sale starting November 15 and ending December 12.  The 
link will be Emailed to all club members just before the event starts.  
Details can be found in the body of this bulletin.  

 
Once again there will not be a Christmas party this year.  

Hopefully, we will all return to normal next year.  
 
Soon we will begin advance planning for our 2022 gem show.  If 

financially successful we will look for another workshop then after.  
 

Kerry Day 
OLMC President 

All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and 
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters.  Also, feel 
free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: news@olmc.ca 

In this monthôs 

Newsletter: 

Presidentôs Message p. 1 

News and Meetings p. 2 

Holiday Auction p. 2 

Catching Corundum at 

Craigmont Mine p. 3 

News From Around the 

World  p. 4 

Viking Knit Technique  p. 6 

Meeting Schedule p. 8 

Classified Ads p. 9 

Membership form p. 10 

 

Workshop Address: 

P.O Box 59028 Alta Vista 

Ottawa, ON  K1G 5T7 

Phone: 613-850-5486 

 

Website: 

http://www.olmc.ca 

 

Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/ 

OttawaLapsmithMineralClub 

For example, the question of why malachite is green is usually 

answered by saying that it has copper in it.  But when the intelligent 

amateur recalls that vivid blue azurite also has copper, and is very 

close to malachite in chemical composition, he finds small solace in 

this kind of an answer. 

John Sinkankas, Mineralogy, 1964 
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MIG ONLINE Mee ting  

Date: November 15 at 7:00 pm. 

Guest speaker: TBD 

Talk:   TBD 

Any OLMC member can join the Mineral 

Interest Group and receive invites to the 

meetings.  Contact John Montgomery 

montgomeryjr50@gmail.com 

 

Donations and Sales  

The club has a GoFundMe page, if anyone 

wants to donate to on-going storage costs and 

for the future workshop rent.  We very much 

appreciate donations. 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-the-ottawa-

lapsmith-and-mineral-club 

OLMC Auction Nov. 15 ù Dec. 12 

The next OLMC auction/buy it now sale will be a four-week event starting November 15 

and ending December 12.  We will have 150 club lots ranging from machinery to supplies to 

rough to mineral specimens.  Club members may put in as many 15 rock or jewelry related 

items (maximum of 5 auction and 10 buy it now).  We are aiming at a 300 lot event.  Our 

shipping policy for wins also remains the same. 

Please do not resubmit lots that didn't sell in the last auction.  Try to keep things fresh. 

The cut-off for consignment submissions is November 5.  The cut-off for delivering items 

to Kerry Day or Vicki Jasperse is November 14.   Items that are not received will not be listed.  

Please fill in the consignment form precisely.  If you live far away you can mail them to: 

Kerry Day, 101 Promenade Ave, Nepean, ON, K2E5Y1 

For more information, contact:  auctions@olmc.ca 
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 Catching Corundum at Craigmont Mine   

On a chilly October 23, a convoy of OLMC members drove two and a half hours west to 

visit the area around the old Craigmont mine to search for bronze corundum.  This trip was 

postponed from the week before when there were heavy rains in the area, which would have 

made climbing the steep hill and loose rock piles much more dangerous.  From the parking lot, 

one group followed trails up the hill, while another group started at the base near the adit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above:  One of several rock piles dotting the hillsides 

Above: The decrepit adit of Craigmont Mine 

Below: Success!  Phillippe Girard-Tessier 

finds a sizable chunk of corundum 

Left: Rockhounds shift boulders and dig while 

searching on the hillside 

Below: an old pipe in the ground shows where 

someone else decided to end the day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




