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The weather was not very cooperative in October. We were only
able to pull off one of our two scheduled field trips. A large group
showed up for the Craigmont trip and although we got scattered, we
all eventually made it to the mine site. The best find of the day was
made by a teenager who pulled a 3-inch wide crystal out of the
dumps.
Our big event of November-December will be our Christmas
auction/sale starting November 15 and ending December 12. The
link will be Emailed to all club members just before the event starts.
Details can be found in the body of this bulletin.
Once again there will not be a Christmas party this year.
Hopefully, we will all return to normal next year.
Soon we will begin advance planning for our 2022 gem show. If
financially successful we will look for another workshop then after.

Kerry Day
OLMC President

For example, the question of why malachite is green is usually
answered by saying that it has copper in it. But when the intelligent
amateur recalls that vivid blue azurite also has copper, and is very
close to malachite in chemical composition, he finds small solace in
this kind of an answer.
John Sinkankas, Mineralogy, 1964

All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters. Also, feel
free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: news@olmc.ca
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MIG ONLINE Meeting
Date: November 15 at 7:00 pm.
Guest speaker: TBD
Talk: TBD
Any OLMC member can join the Mineral
Interest Group and receive invites to the
meetings. Contact John Montgomery
montgomeryjr50@gmail.com

Donations and Sales
The club has a GoFundMe page, if anyone
wants to donate to on-going storage costs and
for the future workshop rent. We very much
appreciate donations.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-the-ottawalapsmith-and-mineral-club

OLMC Auction Nov. 15 – Dec. 12
The next OLMC auction/buy it now sale will be a four-week event starting November 15
and ending December 12. We will have 150 club lots ranging from machinery to supplies to
rough to mineral specimens. Club members may put in as many 15 rock or jewelry related
items (maximum of 5 auction and 10 buy it now). We are aiming at a 300 lot event. Our
shipping policy for wins also remains the same.
Please do not resubmit lots that didn't sell in the last auction. Try to keep things fresh.
The cut-off for consignment submissions is November 5. The cut-off for delivering items
to Kerry Day or Vicki Jasperse is November 14. Items that are not received will not be listed.
Please fill in the consignment form precisely. If you live far away you can mail them to:
Kerry Day, 101 Promenade Ave, Nepean, ON, K2E5Y1
For more information, contact: auctions@olmc.ca
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Catching Corundum at Craigmont Mine
On a chilly October 23, a convoy of OLMC members drove two and a half hours west to
visit the area around the old Craigmont mine to search for bronze corundum. This trip was
postponed from the week before when there were heavy rains in the area, which would have
made climbing the steep hill and loose rock piles much more dangerous. From the parking lot,
one group followed trails up the hill, while another group started at the base near the adit.

Above: One of several rock piles dotting the hillsides
Below: an old pipe in the ground shows where
someone else decided to end the day

Above: The decrepit adit of Craigmont Mine
Left: Rockhounds shift boulders and dig while
searching on the hillside
Below: Success! Phillippe Girard-Tessier
finds a sizable chunk of corundum
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Rare Tardigrade Found in
Dominican Amber

`

A rare tardigrade fossil was discovered in a piece of
amber from the Dominican Republic, and dated to the
Miocene era (approx. 16 Ma). The fossil is 0.6 mm long.
The piece of amber measured 2.8 × 2.1 × 0.5 cm. It
had other fossilized animals: three ant workers. a
staphylinid beetle, an auchenorrhynchan
hemipteran, and part of a flower.
Despite evidence that tardigrades have
existed for 90 million years, are found all over
the planet, and are known to survive extreme
environmental conditions, only three
tardigrade fossils have ever been identfied.
The tardigrade inclusion was trimmed out
of the larger amber piece with a water-fed
diamond edge trim saw and polished with
fine-grit emery papers. It has been deposited
at the American Museum of Natural History.
Artistic reconstruction of Paradoryphoribius chronocaribbeus https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/
gen. et sp. nov. for The Royal Society. Artist: Holly Sullivan

rspb.2021.1760#d48751321e1

Triceratops “Big John” Sold for Big Money
The world’s biggest
triceratops skeleton,
estimated to be over 66
million years old, was sold
for 6.6 million euros ($7.7
million) to a private collector
at a Paris auction house.
The skeleton was found in
2014 in South Dakota. It is
7.15 meters long and 2.7
meters high at the hips. One
third of the skeleton is the
skull with two large horns
over 1 meter long. It is more
than 60% complete, and the
Photo of "Big John" courtesy of AP News
skull is more than 75%
complete, making it unique in the world.
Last year, a Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton reached almost $32 million in an auction in New
York, becoming the most expensive dinosaur ever sold.
https://apnews.com/article/sports-lifestyle-europe-paris-skeleton-d265bbd0ed0f971388cecba8d2948e9d
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Biological Graphite
Found in Ruby

`

Geologists identified graphite residue that is
most likely biological in origin in a ruby that
formed 2.5 billion years ago.
The graphite is carbon-12, and is in a
quantity consistent with an organic origin. The
age of the gem narrowed the source down to
dead microorganisms such as cyanobacteria.
Chris Yakymchuk from the University of
Waterloo, and his team are investigating
corundum formation processes in the southern
part of West Greenland, which has one of the
oldest known deposits of corundum in the
Photo from Chris Yakymchuk, "Corundum (ruby) growth
world.
during the final assembly of the Archean North Atlantic
Craton, southern West Greenland"
He said the graphite in this ruby is unique.
It is the first evidence of ancient life in ruby-bearing rocks. The presence of graphite also
gives clues to determining how rubies formed long ago in that region, which is not possible to
do directly based on colour and chemical composition.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169136821004431

Roman Statues Uncovered
at Excavation in England
Archeologists uncovered a set of three
"incredible” and “stylistically Roman" statues while
excavating a site in England before it becomes part
of a high-speed rail project.
Two complete busts of a woman and a man, and
the head of a child, were found around St Mary's
Norman church in Stoke Mandeville,
Buckinghamshire. The busts were made up of a
head and torso that had been split apart at some
point. It was common to vandalize statues before
tearing them down.
Lead archaeologist Rachel Wood said, "The
statues are exceptionally well preserved, and you
really get an impression of the people they depict -literally looking into the faces of the past is a unique
experience."

Photo still of found statue head courtesy of CNN

The team have been excavating a ditch around the foundations of an Anglo-Saxon tower.
They also found a broken hexagonal glass Roman jug assumed to be over 1,000 years old, roof
tiles, wall plaster and Roman cremation urns.
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/roman-bust-hs2-intl-scli-gbr/index.html

OLMC’s Newsletter – November 2021

Page 5

`

From the OLMC Silversmith Meeting 2021-03-30
The Viking Knit -- also called trichonopoly –
Materials for the Dowel Tool
is a chain from one continuous piece of wire,
but it can also be several smaller pieces of wire
Wear safety glasses, because wires are
linked together. The technique dates from 700taut and can bounce out into your
900 A.D. when it was used in Scandinavia and
face. You will need:
the British Isles as jewellery, clothing trim and
bowl rims. Basically, one makes a large tube,
• a credit card or sturdy piece of
which is compressed by pulling through a draw
cardboard of similar size
plate. Beads are used to close the ends.
• a wooden dowel six inches or longer,
The recommended wire is 24-gauge copper
1/4 inch diameter, but it can vary
wire, but you can use thicker or thinner wire;
o e.g. marker tube, allen wrench
20-gauge is a real challenge. Alternatives are
(flat sides!), any sturdy cylinder
transformer wire (copper wire with a colourful
o a longer dowel may give better
plastic coating), or coated aluminum wire that is
grip in later steps
found in hardware stores, or silver-plated wire.
• some masking tape
• some pliers or screwdriver or needle
First, You Need to Make a Tool
• a wooden draw plate (a metal draw
1. Take the wire and wrap it around the card
plate can scrape the metal)
four or five times. You need extra wire at both
• about 26 inches of disposable wire of
ends. The dowel diameter determines the
any gauge as long as it is bendable
number of wraps needed; at least four loops are
required, but a wider dowel will handle more
• about 36 inches or longer wire,
loops. More loops on a smaller dowel will
depending on the length of chain
create a thicker, denser, less pliable mesh
desired. It should be 24-gauge or
2. Remove the card and gather the loops tight.
something easy to work with
Take one wire end and thread it through the
loops a few times. This is temporary to hold the loops tight together at one end.
3. Squeeze the loops tight near the bound end. Use the other wire end to wrap around the
bundle of loops a few times. Again, this is temporary just to keep the wires together during
the process. Clip the end of this wire to get it out of the way.

4. Bend the loops outward, like flower petals. Put the dowel in the centre of the loops. Fold
the loops up along the length of the dowel. The loops must not overlap. Use masking tape at
the bound end at the end of the dowel to hold the wires in place. You need 1/2 - 3/4 inch of
loop ends exposed. The larger the exposure, the easier it is to work with.
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Second, Start Knitting
1. Take a long piece of wire, 36 inches or more.
In the first few iterations of the next steps, the
wire should be loose for ease of work, but later
iterations should be tighter.
2. Loop a small part the wire through two
adjacent loops (loops #1 & then #2). The wire
should rest at the end of the tool loops. Push
the loose end along the length of the dowel,
away from the bound end. It will be hidden
inside the chain by successive loops.
3. Take the other end of the wire and loop it
through the next adjacent loop (loop #3) and
back to the second loop (loop #2). The wire
should rest at the end of the loops or on top of
the work already done. Pull the wire all the way
through. Don't worry about the first loops being
ugly. It is part of the process. Be careful to not
crimp or twist this wire. You may need to use
pliers or a pokey tool to lift the loops up so that
you can fit the wire through.
4. Repeat step 3 with the wire. Cross the wire
over the loop already made, and thread it
through loops #4 and #3, loops #5 and #4, loops
#1 and #5. It is important that the tool’s loops
do not shift and overlap during this process.
5. Now the tricky bit. From now on, instead of
using the loops in your tool taped to the dowel,
feed the wire through the new loops made by
steps 3 and 4, proceeding in the same manner as
step 3 - loops #2a and #1a, loops #3a and #2a,
and so on. It is super important to keep the first
loops in a straight row along the dowel. Refer
to the diagram shown here.
a. If you reach the end of the dowel, and there
is more wire to go, just pull down the chain that
is completed so far to expose the dowel.
b. If you run out of wire, attach another piece.
This action is a repeat of steps 2 and 3. The draw plate process at the end will hide the join.
c. If your loops are alternating loose or tight, the draw plate process tends to hide this.
6. Pull the completed chain off the dowel. Pull it through a draw plate using progressively
smaller holes to squeeze and tighten and align the coil. The draw plate will make the resulting
chain longer, too.
7. Weave a wire through all of the end loops to draw them together. You could also just
crimp the end. Terminate the ends with beads or bell caps, or however you wish.
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Helpful Tips for Viking Knit Technique

Contact:
President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

You can pull a partially completed chain partly
through the draw plate, then pick up where you left
off. Make sure part of the join stays on the dowel.
This will give you an idea of how much wire you
need to get a chain section of a certain length.

Vice-President
Matthew Poirier
vicepres@olmc.ca

You can cut the chain wherever you want. Use the
remaining tube to continue another section. The
process encourages multiple pieces of wire to be
joined together. Try experimenting with alternating
colours of wire or different metals.

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Double loops for a thick chain (aka Double Viking): Instead of going through the
bottom loop of the loop pairs, go through the top loop. For example, instead of
weaving loops #2a and #1a, you would loop through loops #2 and #1a, #3 and #2a,
and so on. This is a thicker chain, so it will be harder to pull through a draw plate.

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

OLMC Meeting Schedule

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

November 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Tuesday
2
Silversmith
video call
19:00

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

5

Friday
6

Saturday

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
MIG
video call
time 19:00

16
Silversmith
video call
19:00

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Show Chair
Stéphane Jetté
showchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Eric Clara
news@olmc.ca

Steal
This

Auction Team
auctions@olmc.ca

Album!
28

29
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OLMC Classified Ads

Alan Sankey is looking
for a large saw with a
14-inch blade or larger.
He can be reached at
alainsankey@gmail.com

Upcoming Craft Shows
Wakefield Christmas Craft Sale
Saturday, Nov. 6 and Sunday Nov. 7, 10 am
to 4 pm both days
Ski Vorlage, 101 Burnside, Wakefield, QC
This event is held in support of Des Collines
Health Foundation, and there is an excellent
tea room!

All CCFMS club members throughout
Manitoba, Ontario, and Québec, are
welcome on all NPGS field trips. You
must bring proof of current club
membership.

Holiday Market
Saturday, Nov. 20, 10 am to 3 pm
Jim Durrell Recreation Centre
1265 Walkley Rd., Ottawa
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OLMC Membership Application
New Membership

Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
P.O. Box 59028 Alta Vista
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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