The Cutting Edge
Monthly Newsletter of the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
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Workshop Address:
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367)
Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

On Saturday, November 16th, from 1 to 4pm the OLMC will be
hosting the CAGIS (girl's science club) at the workshop. The
theme will be mineral, rock and gem identification. I will be
presenting both videos, slides and actual experience
identifying minerals and common rock types. Interested club
members are welcome to sit in. This meeting will replace the
Thursday night lapidary meeting. The workshop will close at
12:30pm that day.
Our second fieldtrip of the year was a success despite
tropical storm Olga. Approximately ten people braved the
drizzle to collect at both the Rose Quartz and Beryl Pit
quarries. An unexpected event was the abundance of good
quality Peristerite at the Beryl Pit. Some of our new members
have collected many stones to cut!
We now have a front door chime/buzzer that sounds off
whenever the front door is opened. It may be further
improved at a latter date.
WINTER IS COMING! If the water feeding the machines is
too cold please purge all the cold water out of the hot water
line then purge all of the cold water out of the main line.
Kerry Day, kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and thoughts
that could be included in the newsletters.
Also, feel free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: News@OLMC.ca
Stéphane Jetté, OLMC Newsletter Editor

Date:

Rescheduled on
Saturday, November the 16th,
from 1 to 4pm

Location:

OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road, Ottawa, K2E 7J5

Speaker:

Kerry Day

Club Meetings!
We all meet to share our knowledge and
interest about gems, mineral, and jewellery!
For details or comments please contact:
pres@olmc.ca

Identifying minerals and common rock types
Kerry will be presenting a slide show about mineral and rock identification for a group from the
Canadian Association for Girls in Science (CAGIS – www.cagis.ca – Ottawa chapter).
Note that CAGIS is a network for girls, aged 7-16 who like science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) and want to learn more. The purpose of CAGIS is to promote, educate
and support interest and confidence in STEM among girls.

Myanmar: Treasures from a land time forgot
Date:
Location:
Speaker:

Monday, November18th, 7:30pm
OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road, Ottawa, K2E 7J5
Sam Cooley

Sam is a freelance writer and foreign correspondent. His work has brought him to Myanmar and
Thailand to cover areas such as transnational crime, international business, and the gemstone
industry. His latest release (October) exploring many facets of the amber trade in northern
Myanmar can be found here: http://www.goodcolour.ca/cretaceous-amber-odyssey.html
I hope you will be able to attend,
John Montgomery, MontgomeryJR50@gmail.com
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Our party will be on:
Saturday evening, December 14th
At the Wabano Centre, Earth room
http://wabano.com
The Wabano Centre is located at 299 Montreal
Road, Ottawa, Ontario K1L 6B8.

We will do a pot luck, as usual. Mark your
calendars!
Doors will open at 5pm with dinner at 6pm.

The raffle tickets are for sale at the workshop!

Azurite – Laos

Spinel in marble
Vietnam

Stilbite – India Malacite – Congo

Fluorite and Pyrite

Pyrite – Peru

Rubellite with Aquamarine
in Albite and Quartz – Brazil

If you would like to help organise the Christmas Party, feel free to share your thoughts with me!
John Skelton, skeljoh@rogers.com
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Silversmith Sundays
We will start opening the workshop for silver smithing related activities on most Sundays.
This may change as we go along, but our intention is to dedicate one Sunday every two weeks
for a specific topic. This would start Sunday, November 17th, from 10am to 4pm. Some people
have shown interest to learn more about wax carving; however other topic can be considered.
The other Sundays would either be open for general silversmith work, which can be an occasion
to advance in what you may have started the preceding dedicated Sunday. Otherwise, it would
be closed for the mandatory lapidary workshop course. We will play it by hear and see how it
goes.
For people who may be interested, please send me your e-mail so I will add you to the
silversmith list to receive the information about the topic or to share your views.
Thanks, Stéphane Jetté, Stephane.Jette@gmail.com
Space in sales cabinets
We currently have free room in our cabinets for more sales. The OLMC will try to fill some of
the space we have with rocks from the Club. We encourage members to sell their rocks or
related crafts, in which case, 80% of the selling price goes to the seller and 20% to the Club. If
you want to sell some of your goods, they need to be registered in the inventory binder. Please
asks a supervisor about this process and how to fill out a sale inventory registering form.

Change of the fee structure for diamond equipment
Starting November 15th, the club will eliminate the first free hour on the diamond machines.
There will be a $2 per hour charge when using the diamond machines, as soon as a certified
diamond equipment user starts working with the diamond equipment (the two Titan and the
smaller diamond grinders).
There has been a steady increase in the cost of the diamond wheels. This fee increase will help
offset this cost increase.
Please sign the diamond grinders’ sign in book before you start using the equipment. All
diamond machines have their own sign in book.

Other information
– Please ensure that members carefully wash their dop sticks before removing the wax for reuse.
– As always there is a one hour policy on the machines; please ask if there is no one waiting for
the machine you are using before continuing for another hour.
– The club has inherited a new locker, which we have placed at the end of our storage racks. This
will free up some space in the board room lockers.
– Because of lack of interest, the carving nights are cancelled for the foreseeable future.
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Once again the owners of the fishscale peristerite site near Perth will allow an organized collecting
day for club members. This is the best lapidary material locally available. It is a privilege to be
granted permission to collect it. It is an easy trip requiring only a short walk across a meadow to the site.
The best part is that the material is plentiful and of good quality.
Saturday, November 2nd
The parking lot of All Saints Lutheran Church at the intersection of Pinecrest Road
and the Queensway.
Meeting time:
9:15am
Equipment Needed: Hammer, rock chisel, bucket, gloves, and boots.
Optional:
Safety glasses, knee protectors, water bottle, and lunch.

Date:
Meeting place:

There is a $10 fee per collector (this is to be given to the owner on arrival).
Parking in the area is assigned. The usual etiquette for collecting – no garbage, no abuse of property, no
dangerous behaviour and the owners assume no responsibly in the case of injuries.
After collecting, you might be interested in a visit to the Perth Museum at 11 Gore St, Perth. The
museum houses many of the specimens collected by Dr. Wilson of wilsonite fame. It includes a rare
specimen of wilsonite jewellery. The museum is open from 10am to 5pm.
To get to the collecting site, we will pass through the village of Balderson of Balderson Cheese fame.
After collecting, you may want to visit the stores of the village offering a variety of goodies (great ice
cream and good lunch). There is also good Amish furniture for sale.
If you are planning to attend this trip, please email me,
Frank Stoyles, FStoyles@gmail.com

By Lauriane Lognay, FGA, www.rippanagems.com
Extract from: https://www.jewellerybusiness.com/features/the-wonders-of-canada
As consumers and designers alike continue to prioritize the ethical mining of metals and gemstones, I
have encountered more and more individuals interested in adding stones with Canadian origin to their
collections. This is largely because these beautiful gems have virtually no risk of being a source of
conflict, nor a source of finance for terrorism. While mined stones are often accompanied with papers
tracking their origin, these reports are not always a guarantee that a particular stone was not, say, mined
by a child, or harvested through another source of unethical means.
Along with the product itself, today’s retailers want to sell a gemstone’s story, including its true origin and
the methods of how it was mined—but is it possible to find affordable gemstones that were mined in
Canada by fairly compensated adults? The answer is yes!
It seems like every country in the world has its own array of gemstones, each with their own specific
quality (Kashmir sapphire from Kashmir), specific colour (Cobalt spinel in Vietnam), specific stone
(Tanzanite in Tanzania), or specific inclusion (three-phase inclusion in emeralds from Russia). Likewise,
Canada has its own unique offerings that go far beyond diamonds.
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A bit on geology
Canadian geological history goes back four billion years—that’s four billion years of rock formation,
natural climate change, tectonic activity, volcanos, and continent movement to form the country we know
and love today. All of this transformation and activity contributed to the formation of gold, copper, zinc,
and iron in the Canadian Crust.
These days, the mining industry in Canada employs nearly 426,000 people who work in the extraction,
fabrication, and treatment processes of the minerals. This business directly affects the Canadian
economy, taking in a booming $97 billion in gross domestic product (GDP) in 2017.
Canada is considered one of the largest mining countries in the world, with more than 60 minerals and
metal produced and processed. The nation is also recognized worldwide for having the safest practices in
the industry, as well as some of the most durable techniques.
When considering geology and gemmology, one interesting Canadian locale is Québec’s Mont-SaintHilaire. Home to 333 different found specimens—including 37 that were discovered in the country for
the first time—the area is regarded as one of the largest sources for different minerals in Canada. The site
is largely privately owned, which makes digging on it almost impossible, but the location remains a hot
spot for tourists. Another area worth exploring is Bancroft, Ontario, which boasts approximately 180
different minerals on site (note: the Bancroft Gem & Mineral Club Mineral Museum counts about 400
different specimens found locally for interested parties). Unlike Mont-Saint-Hilaire, access at this
location is a bit easier, as some mines are still active. Further, the Government of Ontario permits
recreational digging for anyone interested in visiting as a means to promote the advancement of geology
and gemmology in the province.

Canadian gems in jewellery today
The Canadian crust counts an innumerable number of minerals and metal, some yet to be discovered. I
will concentrate on a few gemstones that are often used in jewellery, along with some lesser-known
stones that could be more readily incorporated.

Ammolite
Some Canadian gems are well known outside of the country because of their rarity, appearance, and
quality. The ammolite gem is a good example. This gemstone comes from a Jurassic fossilized
cephalopod that is referred to in present day as ammonite. This stone is full of micro layers of aragonite,
which contribute to its iridescent appearance that vaguely resembles the black opal. With a hardness of 4
on the Mohs scale, it’s common to see it in a triplet or doublet with quartz to make a more durable
gemstone for the jewellery industry.
Collectors from around the world love to purchase this fossil in its modified form, along with the
ammonite for collection purposes. The latter can measure up to 1 m (3.3 ft) in size with a beautiful array
of colours, ranging from red, to blue, to green. Ammolite can be found in Alberta and in the Canadian
Rocky Mountains.

Garnet
Garnet is one of the most prominent gemstones in Canada. This is because it can be found in a number of
varieties in almost every province and territory. Tsavorite, demantoid, and hessonite are generally the
most valuable finds. Along with Sri-Lanka, Madagascar, Myanmar, the U.S., and Tanzania, Québec is
among the most well-known and largest localities in the world for hessonite garnet.
Most garnets discovered in Canada are sourced from one site: Jeffrey Mine in Asbestos, Québec. Access
is limited to a few outings per year and, as the mine is all but abandoned, the water level has risen
steadily, submerging the garnet section of the mine. This means accessing the area and finding new
hessonite garnet or dermatoid is becoming increasingly difficult.
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Specific garnets can be found in the following locations across Canada:
• Tsavorite (green variety): Québec.
• Hessonite (orange to peach variety): Québec, British Columbia, Ontario, and Yukon.
• Demantoid (green variety): Québec and Yukon.
• Almandine (brownish red variety): Québec, Manitoba, British Columbia, Nunavut, Ontario, and
Yukon.
• Rhodolite (purple variety): British Columbia.
• Andradite (brown and green variety): Yukon.
• Spessartite (orange variety): Yukon.

Labradorite
Labradorite is a feldspath variety found mainly in Newfoundland and Labrador. Its hardness is around 6
to 6.5 on the Mohs scale, making it fairly soft. This gem exhibits a labradorescence—essentially an
iridescence that can present as different colours on the surface and inside of the gemstone. Labradorite is
often used as an ornamental gemstone and, as of late, is experiencing an increase in popularity in
jewellery worldwide. The stone can also be found in Australia, the U.S., Mexico, Russia, and
Madagascar. Labradorite has been on the market for a long time, and the finer qualities are the ones that
exhibit the most colour and intensity. While most commonly found in blue and/or yellow, rare varieties
in purple have also been identified.

Diamond
Canada has seen the opening of several mines in recent years that have produced extraordinary diamonds
of fine quality. As such, the country has experienced an explosion in the diamond market, offering
known-source, non-conflict, ethically mined gems. This success follows what seems to be the gemstone
trend of the century: prioritizing ethics and transparency.

Jade
Jade has two varieties: jadeite and nephrite. Canada is known for its production of the latter—so much so
that the largest jade Buddha in the world was made from it! The figure was created from an 18-ton
boulder, which was found in British Columbia in 2003. Since then, the giant jade Buddha has travelled
the world. Jade is considered one of the toughest gemstones; items such as bangles, statues/sculptures,
and jewellery can be carved from it and still leave a durable gemstone.
Jade is a gem loved by many Asian cultures. It is believed to bring good fortune, and is used a lot on the
market today. While the jadeite variety is considered more precious than its counterpart (imperial green,
icy white, and lilac jadeite are the most expensive), nephrite is more commonly used for sculptures and in
jewellery today, as it is more affordable. It can also be found in various colours. In Canada, jade can be
found in British Columbia, the Yukon, and Québec.

Hidden treasures
All in all, Canada has no reason to envy the numerous other gemstone-producing countries around the
world. Our nation has significant choice in colour, quantity, and quality to suit the needs of anyone and
everyone looking for that special gemstone. While some gems are a bit harder to find than others, this is a
worthwhile challenge, as it encourages our economy and demonstrates that we are not just a diamondproducing country. Clients looking for locally and ethically sourced gems, complete with origin stories,
can find happiness in Canadian resources.
A worthy mention as an end note: a few months ago, blue cobalt spinels were discovered on Baffin Island
in Nunavut. This find proves, once again, that Canada has a vast variety of gems. While the source is still
new and unstudied, it will be interesting to follow this development.
For now, all we can do is wonder: what’s the next gem from Canada that will make it big in the world?
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Goss acetylene torch with small tank and
3 tips: 2, 3, and 4.
$75 or best offer.
Please contact Joy:
jmcdonell@bell.net
613 736-9324
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November 2019

Contact:
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Program Chair
Russell Black
programchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Stéphane Jetté
news@olmc.ca

Saturday
2
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

3

4
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

5 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

6
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

7

8

9
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

10

11

13
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

14
OLMC
Meeting

15

16
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

17
Silver Smith
– Learning
about wax
10am – 4pm
24
Silver Smith
To be
confirmed

18
MiG Meeting

12 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm
19 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

22

23
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

26 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

27
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

29

30
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

7pm–9pm

25
Faceting
6:30pm – 9pm

7:30pm–9pm

20
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

21
Board
Meeting
7pm – 9pm

28

December 2019
Sunday

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Friday
1

Monday

1
Silver Smith
To be
confirmed

2
To be
confirmed

8
Silver Smith
To be
confirmed

9
To be
confirmed

15
Silver Smith
To be
confirmed

16
No MiG
meeting

22
Silver Smith
To be
confirmed

23
Workshop
Closed

29
Silver Smith
To be
confirmed

30

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
10 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm

4
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

5

6

Friday

7
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

Saturday

11
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

12
No OLMC
meeting

13

14 Lapidary
10am – 4pm

17 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm – 9pm
24
Workshop
Closed

18
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

19
No Board
meeting

20

21
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

25
Workshop
Closed

26

27

28
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

Christmas
Party!

31
Workshop
Closed

We are on Facebook, join us!
http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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New Membership

OLMC Membership Application
Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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