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The workshop has been closed for most of April. I check on it twice a
week and all is well.
Like everyone else, the executive is paying attention to what the
Premier says. We have no more information than you. I imagine that
we will fall into Stage 3, hopefully, by the end of May.
When we do reopen the number of users at any one time will be limited,
we will have to practice social distancing and sanitizing, and all
meetings will be canceled, perhaps for the rest of the year.
All field trips are on hold.
The September show is on hold and may be canceled. Even if we hold
it there is no guarantee that vendors or customers will show up in
today's climate. We may have to absorb the 35K hit to club finances.
We do have a healthy balance.
As of April 28, a UK team may have a vaccine by the end of the year. It
may take a vaccine before we return to normal.

Kerry Day, President, OLMC
All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters. Also,
feel free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to:
news@olmc.ca
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The Ontario government
has a three-stage plan to
relax quarantine
restrictions after May 15,
but there is no specific
timeline. Each stage will
last two to four weeks. At stage 1, select
workplaces can open, and only small gatherings
will be allowed. This means club meetings and
activities will be suspended for the month of May
and maybe June, too. Stay safe, everyone!
http://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/ontariounveils-guiding-principles-to-reopen-theprovince.html

With the expectation that the coronavirus
quarantine will be lifted in time for the club’s
annual show in September, it is time to
consider helping out the club and
volunteering for some aspect of the show.
Having enough or, even better, a surplus of
volunteers allows the show committee to hold
demonstratons, support the vendors and
academic partners, and provide a safe and
welcoming environment for shoppers and
hobbyists alike.
Contact showchair@olmc.ca. Just two hours
of your time is all we ask, though more would
be super. The show will be held September
19-20 at the Nepean Sportsplex Curling Rink,
but show setup will start on September 17.

Gem & Mineral Shows
Cancelled
The Town of Bancroft announced that
the annual “Gemboree”, scheduled for
July 31 to August 2, is cancelled due
to the extensive planning that would
be required for public safety during
the pandemic. The Niagara
Peninsula Geological Society
announced in their newsletter that
their show “Geoventure!”, usually held
at the end of June, is cancelled also.

Digging in the Library
The first reliable accounts of emerald are
found in Egyptian records, but exactly when
Egypt’s emerald deposits were first
exploited is still a subject of controversy.
The deposits are located in a bleak desert,
far to the southeast of Cairo, and the earliest
date ventured for their exploitation is given
as about 3500 B.C. by H. P. Little. Little
has studied a translation of the oldest extant
Egyptian manuscript, entitled "The
Instruction of Ptah-Hotep," and concluded
from a sentence therein that the emerald was
known at least by Ptah-Hotep's time.
However, Little hastened to add that the
term for emerald used in the manuscript may
not have been applied to the mineral we now
know as beryl.
John Sinkankas
Emerald and Other Beryls, 1981
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Some metalsmithing club members graciously have provided photos of their workspaces and
the fascinating crafts they have made. Thanks goes to Jean-Guy Bradette, Michele Lemay,
Joy McDonnell, and Karl Schutt for these images.

My studio sprawls
all over my
basement, but here
are two views.

From the bench
of a castaway
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Smoky Quartz
I just finished a faceting experiment on a
oval Smokey Quartz on which I cut 20 or
so facets on the pavilion at every second
index setting on the recommended angle
of 43 degrees. On the top I did the same
but at the recommended angle of 37
degrees. The result. Not worth the time
and work. Only 1 flash would show at a
time as the stone changed position.
Conclusion... a failure.

Sphal
This sphalerite stone (11.1 cts) is cut in a baroque
shape. It's a challenging material due to many
cleavage planes.

Nail
I recently turned an
antique hand made
nail into a simulated
celtic relic by adding
some copper wire
detail and colouring
it with ammonia
fumes.

Prong: 5mm stone prong setting
I drew a 6 mm circle
on 20 guage copper
and divided the
circumference into 5
segments where I
punched small holes.
The result was
punched out as a 8 mm
disc. The gear like
shape was cupped to
make the final setting.
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Here is my rock polishing area and my
jewellery making desk, as well as the
jewellery pieces I have finished and all
the stones that I have cut since the
shop closed.

As you can see, I’ve
been spending a lot
of time in my shop.
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High-grade Gold Prospects
at Timmins District
Kyanite (cyanite, disthene, blue talc) is
an aluminium-rich silicate mineral that
forms in a limited range of pressures
and temperatures. It can be used to
estimate the temperature, pressure
and depth at which the hosting rocks
formed. Kyanite occurs as elongated
blades usually in gneisses and schists,
often with garnet, quartz, and mica. It
is used to make mullite for spark plugs
and other heat-resistant porcelains.

In early April, GFG Resources Inc., a
precious metals exploration company,
completed the first phase of its 2020 core
drilling at its "Pen Gold Project" located 40
kilometres west of the Timmins Gold District.
Analysis or one core showed 71.27 grams of
gold per tonne over 8.5 metres, including a
part that had 511.00 g/t over 1.15 m at a depth
of about 50 meters. So far, the company
drilled seven holes, with one more to go for a
total of 3,500 meters.
The area is covered by swamp, and long
ridges of gravel and sand, which has been a
hindrance for exploration.
GFG has complete ownership of the claim,
but has used the news of this discovery to sell
shares worth CDN$ 6 million (for a 9.9%
stake) to mining company Alamos Gold Inc.
The money will be used for more exploration
projects in Ontario, and for operational costs.

Hạ Long Bay, Vietnam
This spectacular landscape in
northeastern Vietnam, is dotted
with limestone karsts, arches and
caves. The rocks have been shaped
by the repeated rise and fall of the
sea over 500 million years. Hang
Dau Go (Wooden Stakes cave) is
the largest grotto in the Ha Long
area, but in the 19th century,
French tourists named it "la Grotte
des Merveilles". Its three large
chambers contain numerous large
stalactites and stalagmites.
There are over 1600 islands
and islets in the bay, most of them
uninhabited and topped with thick jungle vegetation. Many of the islands have acquired their
names as a result of interpretation of their unusual shapes. Tourists can cruise the bay, or
even spend the night on a boat. Other activities include rock climbing (and underwater rock
climbing!), and watching the flora and fauna on Cát Bà Island.
Hạ Long translates to "descending dragon", and according to legends, dragons created the
islands and rocks to keep invaders out of Vietnam.
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The OLMC has stones for sale at the workshop, Occasionally the club library must make room
from pebbles to boulders. Find the perfect
for new books, or has acquired duplicates.
stone for your project,
These are available for reasonable prices.
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Contact:
President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

May 2020
Sunday

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Monday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

4
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

5 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

6
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

7

8

9
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

10

11
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

13
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

14
OLMC
Meeting

15

16
Lapidary
10am – 12pm

17

18
MiG Meeting

12 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm
19 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

22

23
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

26 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

27
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

29

30
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

7pm–9pm

24 / 31

25
Faceting
6:30pm – 9pm

7:30pm-9pm

20
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

21
Exec. Board
Meeting
7pm- 9pm

28

June 2020
Sunday

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Monday
1
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

7

8
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

14

15
MiG Meeting
7pm–9pm

Newsletter Editor
Eric Clara
news@olmc.ca

Wednesday

3

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Show Chair
Stéphane Jetté
showchair@olmc.ca

Tuesday

21

22
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

28

29
Faceting
6:30pm – 9pm

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm
9 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

3
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

4

5

Friday

6
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

Saturday

10
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

11
OLMC
Meeting

12

13
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

16 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm
23 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

17
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

19

20
Lapidary
10am – 12pm

26

27
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

7:30pm-9pm

18
Exec. Board
Meeting
7pm- 9pm

24
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

25

30 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

We are on Facebook, join
us!

http://www.facebook.com/Ott
awaLapsmithMineralClub
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OLMC Membership Application
New Membership

Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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