The Cutting Edge
Monthly Newsletter of the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
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53rd Gem, Mineral &
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It took a couple of months but we finally found a new home for the club. The
new address is 190-1C Colonnade, Ottawa, K2E 7J5. It is 1,427 ft2 of interior
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space. The rent is $2,450/month + gas + electricity. This is comparable to
what we were paying for the two rooms at Brookfield (~750 ft2 of interior

OLMC April Meeting
Annual General Meeting p. 6

space) and the storage unit.

No MiG meeting
until next September

We tried to find something more central, more northern but there was nothing
in the centre of the city which we could afford. We seriously considered the

Rare gemstones found in
Northern Canada
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old Rideau High School on St Laurent North but that fell through because of
problems on their end. We seriously considered 740-1R Industrial, but that

Fieldtrips & Classified p. 8
Workshop calendar

p. 9

Membership form
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unit had problems. Almost everything everywhere was out of our price range.
Thanks go out to Janet Borzecki for finding this unit!

We moved out of Brookfield in mid-April and put everything in storage at the
new place. When we took possession May 1st, we started to unpack
Workshop Address:
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5

everything. Nine days later we have made good progress.

The game plan remains a June 1 opening.
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 59028 ALTA VISTA
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7

Kerry Day

Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367)
Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

Newsletter Editor:
All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, or any thoughts
that could be included in the newsletters.
Also, feel free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: News@OLMC.ca
Stéphane Jetté, OLMC Newsletter Editor

The club has moved to 190-1C Colonnade
road. The Brookfield workshop is no more.
Specifics:
1,427 ft2 heated and air conditioned
5 rooms plus 2 bathrooms plus hallway
Two rooms have water plus the bathrooms
$2,450/month + electricity + gas + insurance
Lots of parking

The red x marks the spot.

190 Colonnade is a large complex with four entrances. Look for the blue Wool-Tyme sign.
We are in the NW corner of the building on the outside. There is ample parking.

Looking from the front door.
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There is a hallway to the right.
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Looking down the hallway. The bathrooms are to the left. There are 3 rooms to the right.

The first room is going to be the polishing room. The second room is a dedicated kitchen.

The third room is going to be a combination of The hallway opens into a large meeting
Silversmiths and secure storage.
room/library/work room.
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Looking the other way is the entrance to the garage. The garage is going to be a combination
saw room/grinding room/tumbling room/storage room.

Two walls have been decked out with a wood
frame. The plumbing has been installed. The
electrical is still pending.

We still have to import all of the show
stuff. A lot of what is currently on the blue
racks has to end up elsewhere.

The scale is one square = 6
inches. The entrance is bottom
left. The garage doors are top left.
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### Gem, Mineral & Jewellery Show and Sale 2019 ###

The 53rd annual gem, mineral and jewellery show for the club will be held at:

The Nepean Sportsplex
September 14-15, 2019

Everyone, please consider volunteering for some sort of task at the show, whether it is helping to
advertise, for setup/takedown, or for a two-hour shift at one of the booths. They are all simple
jobs, enjoyable experiences, and the time passes quickly. Of course, you will still find plenty of
time to take in the show and to shop! Contact me to sign up.
Once the club is settled in the new space, there will be a show meeting, and volunteer sign-up
sheets will be posted in the studio. Note that we also need help on the preceding. Thursday and
Friday, the 12th and 13th, to do the setting placing all the tables, chairs, dealer signs, OLMC
display, etc. At the end of the day on Sunday, we will also need help for a few hours to wrap up
everything.
This year, the committee needs a new person to lead the door ushers. Don Fougere did a super
job these last few years, but unfortunately he cannot do it this year. So, please let me know if
you are interested in being the point of contact for that team.
Thanks,
Eric Clara, Show Chair showchair@olmc.ca
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Attention Members!

Come to Vote for New OLMC
Executive Board!
Followed by Rock Swaps

Club Meetings!
We all meet to share
our knowledge and
interest about gems,
mineral, and jewellery!
For details or
comments please
contact:
pres@olmc.ca

Thursday, June 13, 2019, 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Location:

OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road, Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5

OLMC’s Annual General Meeting will be held on June 13th, 2019.
All executive positions are open for nomination!
If you think you can help, you can nominate yourself. We need all the help we can get!
The list of current executive committee members is on page 9.
Please send your nominations to pres@olmc.ca.
A copy of the 2018 Financial Statement and the minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2018
will be available at the workshop after May 21st.
After the General Meeting we will have our annual swap night.
Please bring in any surplus that you would like to trade or sell (no junk please).
It is very informal.

Enjoy the summer!
John Montgomery, montgomeryjr50@gmail.com
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Extracts from: https://www.theweathernetwork.com/ca/news/article/ridiculously-rare-gemstonesfound-in-northern-canada-baffin-island-spinel-cobalt
Isabella O'Malley, Digital Writer, Climate Change Reporter
A new study conducted by the University of British
Columbia reveals that Baffin Island, Nunavut is
home to cobalt-blue spinel, which the study coauthor says is "a ridiculously rare gemstone," as
reported by CBC News.
The unique geography of Baffin Island allowed the
spinel to form 1.8 billion years ago when
temperatures of approximately 800°C caused
transformations and mixing of mud and
magnesium-rich limestone under high pressures.

The unique gemstone formed over 1.8 billion years ago

Octahedral crystal of blue spinel (2008).
Credit: Wikimedia Commons

Spinel is typically found in Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Kenya, and the limited and
sporadic occurrences of this gemstone
make it highly valued by gemologists and
jewellers. Canada is not typically
recognized as a source of these rare
gemstones, particularly those with such
vivid colours, and could be a region of
potential interest for mining companies.
The study observes 14 occurrences of
spinel on Baffin Island and reports that the
geography of the region contains all the
right factors that are needed to produce
this gemstone. The two cobalt-blue spinel
samples were found in rock that was
relatively well exposed and did not require
extensive digging.

The researchers note that the exposure of the rock and the spinel's location
in small areas means that mining would not necessarily leave a negative
impact on the local environment. Other gems that have been found in this
region include beluga sapphires and lapis lazuli.
Cobalt-blue spinel
Photo: B.S. Wilson
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The time has come at last to think about field trips!
The Bancroft area sites have been visited many times and perhaps
are no longer of interest. If any of the members have suggestions
as to new areas we could explore please email them to me and I
will investigate them and arrange for visits!
Frank Stoyles, FStoyles@gmail.com

I have a list of gemstones that are available for purchase, some are cut and others are not.
Available Gemstones: Emeralds, Pearl, Amethyst, Onyx, Diamonds, Tanzan, Garnet, Citrine, Topaz, Ruby,
Sapphire and Mystic Quartz
For more information please contact me:
Michelle Snowden
Michelle_Snowden@outlook.com
613-323-0780
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June 2019

Contact:

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

2

3
Carving
6:30pm-9pm

4 Lapidary
9am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

5
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

6

9

10
Faceting
6:30pm-9pm

11 Lapidary
9am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

12
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

13 OLMC

17
No MiG
Meeting

18 Lapidary
9am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

19
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

20

24
Shop Closed

25 Lapidary
9am - 2pm
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

26
Lapidary
2:30pm - 9pm

27

16

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca
23 /
30

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Program Chair
Russell Black
programchair@olmc.ca

8
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

14

15
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

21

22
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

28

29
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

Annual
Meeting
7pm - 9pm

Board
Meeting
7pm - 9pm

July 2019
Sunday

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

7

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
Shop Closed

2
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

3
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

4

5

6
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

8
Carving
6:30pm-9pm

9
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

10
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

11

12

13
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

14

15
No MiG
Meeting

16
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

17
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

18

19

20
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

21

22
Faceting
6:30pm-9pm

23
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

24
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

25

26

27
Lapidary
10am - 4pm

28

29

30
Silver Smiths
6:30pm - 9pm

31
Lapidary
5:30pm - 9pm

7

To be confirmed

Newsletter Editor
Stéphane Jetté
news@olmc.ca

Friday

No OLMC
Meeting

Saturday

We are on Facebook, join us!

http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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New Membership

OLMC Membership Application
Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail
Do you require a receipt?

_____________________________________________________

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to: Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
P.O. Box 59028 Alta Vista, Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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