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Workshop Address:
P.O Box 59028 Alta Vista
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367)

The executive has tentatively decided to vacate 190-1C Colonnade by
June 01, 2021. We have a serious third party who wants to lease or sublease
our unit for the duration of our lease. We are hiring a real estate leasing
agent to make it happen. Unfortunately, the final decision rests with our
landlord and it is still too early to say what their position will be.
Proceeding on the presumption that we will be moving in May (again!)
we have started our first online auction. One objective is to raise money and
a second is to reduce the amount of stuff that we will put in storage or take
to our new place. This will be the first of three auctions over the next 3
months. The first auction will be for surplus furniture and machinery we
will not need in the next three months. The second auction will be for rocks
and jewellery. The third auction will be for everything we don't want to put
in storage. Please consider these charity auctions.
Our annual gem show paid our rent for a very long time and now that
income is gone. Our revenue is currently membership fees, workshop fees,
shop sales, auction sales and our new Gofundme page. It is vitally
important to balance our income and expenditures and stop the
hemorrhaging of our bank account. The Kingston club finances itself
mostly through membership and shop fees. We might have to do the same
in 2022. Details of our online auction and Gofundme page are in the body
of this newsletter.
The executive is undecided when and where to rent a smaller, cheaper
place. Ideally, we need ~1000 ft2 for ~$1,000/month with bus service. We
may put everything in storage between workshops. One mess at a time.

Kerry Day
OLMC President

Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters. Also, feel
free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: news@olmc.ca
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MIG ONLINE Meeting
Date: March 15 at 7:00 pm.
Guest speaker: Ron Zeilstra
Talk: Collecting Amethyst and Smoky
Quartz Scepter at Hallelujah Junction
(Petersen Mountain), Nevada.
Ron Zeilstra was born and raised in
Winnipeg. He got interested in minerals
through a grade 9 science fair project, which
led to four years of volunteering at the
Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature in the
geology preparation lab. That experience
developed into a love of science and
collecting.
He completed his Geology undergrad at
the University of Manitoba in 1986.
Although he never worked as a professional
geologist, he used that training and a
subsequent business degree to establish a
career focused on resource development.

OLMC Workshop Open
and Other News
With Ontario officially in the “orange” zone,
the workshop has re-opened.
Mondays (check schedule): Faceting
Tuesdays 7:00 pm: Silversmith online meeting
Wednesdays 2:30-9:00 pm.: General Lapidary
Saturdays 10:00–4:00 pm: General Lapidary

The club has a GoFundMe page, if anyone
wants to donate money for theworkshop rent.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-the-ottawalapsmith-and-mineral-club
The club will hold its first on-line auction in
the first week of March. Anyone can bid.
Items must be picked up at the workshop.
https://www.32auctions.com/olmca1

Igneous Textures for Identification
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Club On-Line Auction March 1-5
The club will hold some auctions this year to raise money. Our first on-line auction
will be surplus shop items. President Kerry Day is planning a rock, fossil and jeweller spring
auction. Here are photos of items with the minimum bids. There will also be a dop station
and two fluorescent light fixtures. https://www.32auctions.com/olmca1
Canadian Gemmologist $10
Rocks & Minerals $100
Faceting machine $50

3.5 shelves of Lapidary
Journal $350

Tile Saw $25

Two cases of findings $40

Display Case $10

Display Case $10

Display Case $10

Megaphone $40

6-inch trim saw $125

Silver Polishing unit $150
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Mineralogical Record $200

12 Cases of Rock & Gem
$500

12 folding chairs $60

Trim saw $50

Jewelery Artist magazine $50

Wall units $20 each

Tumbler, grit & spare motor
$50

Fiberglass plates for faceting
$10

10-inch trim saw (needs new
bearings) $30

2 cases of Wire Jewelry $20

GIA course binders $20

Metalsmith magazine $30

Mercury combo unit $150

Sphere making machine
(needs cups) $50

1/2 hp 115/230 V motor $40
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Pingualuit Crater Lake

Pingualuit Crater Lake, courtesy of Wikipedia

This almost circular lake at Ungava Peninsula of Quebec, Canada was formed by a
meteorite plummeting from space and impacting the earth almost 1.4 million years ago.
Instead of striking at an angle, as usually happens, the object struck the earth almost perfectly
vertically.
Analysis of the rocks indicates the meteorite was of the chondrite type. The crater
rises 160 meters above the surrounding flat tundra (frequently described as "lunar"), and is
400 meters deep. Pingualuk Lake fills the crater to a depth of 267 meters, making it one of the
deepest lakes in North America. Pingualuit, is an Inuit word which means “pimple.”
The water is pristine and crystal clear. The lake has no inlets or outlets, so
precipitation is the only source of water, and loss of water can only be the result of
evaporation. The salinity level is less than 3 ppm and the acidity is very low. In comparison,
the Great Lakes have 500 ppm salinity level. A secchi disk (a tool to measure the
transparency of water) can be seen 35 meters under the surface.
Although this is a young crater by geological standards, it is speculated to have lived
through two ice ages. It is assumed that the rims of the lake were higher before the ice ages.
The area around Pingualuit crater provides evidence of camps that would have been
used by the ancient nomadic Nunamiut people as they hunted. Rock shelters and stone tent
rings are the remnants of resting sites, which were often set up on elevated features, like the
ridges of Pingualuit crater. According to local tales, the camp fires of the Nunamiut would dot
the evening landscape, revealing the different groups of hunters in this hostile region.
Beyond Pingualuit crater, the parc national des Pingualuit is a flat and consistently
treeless. The lack of tall flora creates opportunities to wildlife observation of the Leaf River
caribou herd, migrating flocks of Canada geese and snow geese, wolves, foxes, snowy owls
and Arctic hare. There is also a chance for uninterrupted hiking in summer and cross-country
skiing in winter.
https://www.nunavikparks.ca/en/parks/pingualuit/
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The Salt Mountains of Darbest
Million of years ago, the Persian Gulf was
a much larger body of water, covering large
parts of the Arabian peninsula, in the south and
Iran in the west. During the late Alpine
Orogeny geologic age about 25 million years
ago, the Arabian and the Eurasian plates
collided, resulting in the formation of the
Zagros Fold Belt and the separation of the
African and the Arabian plates, and creating the
Red Sea. As the water in the basin evaporated
and the shores of the sea retreated, it left behind
Jashak Salt Dome (Wikipedia)
vast quantities of salt. Over time, softer rocks
such as mudstone and siltstone washed down from the mountains, and covered and
compressed the salt under a thick heavy layer, while harder limestone and dolomite were left
to form high ridges. Today, the Zagros Mountains in southwestern Iran present an impressive
landscape of long linear ridges and valleys extending hundreds of kilometers.
Under high pressure, solid salt
starts to behave like fluid leading
to a behavior called salt tectonics.
The weight of kilometers of
sediments and rocks pushing down
on the salt layer causes salt to rise
up through weak spots in the
overlying rocks. The salt will push
through and form domes known as
diapir. Sometimes a diapir will
breach the surface and spread
Salt Dome Hadi Karimi (Wikipedia)
horizontally becoming a salt
glacier. All of these incredible salt formations can be seen in the south, southwest, and central
areas of Iran, but the best examples are found in the Zagros mountains where there are more
than 130 domes, a strikinig example of a simple folded geologic system.
Some of the salt domes of Iran are unique. They include the Jashak Salt Dome in
Bushehr County, Namakdan in Gheshm Island, Kenar Siah and Jahani in Fars Province,
Anguran in Zanjan, and Ghom in Ghom County. These beautiful, unique salt domes can
readily be identified from the surrounding landscape. These particular salt domes also have
some karstic morphologies: salt caves, salt valleys, karst sinkholes, salt springs, and salt
glaciers. The longest salt cave in the world at over 6.4 km is in Namakdan Mountain.
Iran’s salt domes might be at risk from future oil exploration. The ridge structure,
coupled with repeated deposits of sediment and tectonic action is not only good at capturing
salt, but also petroleum. Salt domes in other regions, such as in the United States, Mexico, the
North Sea, Germany, and Romania are already significant sources of petroleum and have been
tapped for many years now. The area is up for consideration as a UNESCO GeoHeritage site.
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Stratospheric Meteorite Auction
Christie’s auction house in New York announced an online-only auction of rare
meteorites from February 9-23. "Deep Impact: Martian Lunar and Other Rare Meteorites"
offered 75 lots for every collector, with estimates starting at $250 but ranging up to hundreds
of thousands of dollars. There are a dozen offerings of the Moon and the planet Mars and
another dozen from some of the most famous museums in the world, as well as meteorites
containing gems.
One lot is an aesthetically oriented stone meteorite
(estimate: $50,000-80,000), weighing nearly 7.2 kg (16 lbs).
Unlike 99% of all other meteorites, this meteorite did not
tumble or invert as it plunged to Earth, but maintained a stable
orientation throughout its descent, so one surface has elongated
flight marks that radiate outwards in an aerodynamic form.
“Everyone has looked up at the night sky and thought
‘what is out there?’”, said Christie’s auctioneer James Hyslop.
“They appeal to everyone from children to elderly people.
There is something very special about an object that really has
fallen from the heavens.”
High-priced items are expected to attract certain
celebrities known to have meteorite collections: Naveen Jain, One complete slice of the Seymchan
Meteorite up for auction
an Indian multimillionaire who is attempting to build
spacecraft to mine gold and platinum on the moon, owns the Earth’s largest private meteorite
collection valued at more than $5m; film director Steven Spielberg; actor Nicolas Cage;
illusionist Uri Geller; cellist Yo-Yo Ma.
Cassandra Hatton, from rival auction house
Sotheby’s, said meteorites have become popular with
younger people who are collecting because they find it
“super-cool to have something from space... They are
something that appeals to everyone, you don’t have to
any deep scientific background to understand them
and let them spark your imagination."
Declaring that a rock from space is definitely a
meteorite is complicated, because it must be certified
by a recognised scientific institution. Sara Russell is a
professor of cosmic mineralogy and planetary science
Pocket-sized moon meteorite up for auction
at the Natural History Museum in London. She said
that most rocks sent in for analysis at her lab are ordinary rocks. “Millions of people think
they’ve found a meteorite, but most are wrong,” she said. “But those that are really meteorites
are fascinating. The vast majority are from asteroids from the beginning of solar system. They
tell us about the formation of planets.
https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/deep-impact-martian-lunar-other-rare-meteorites/lots/2006
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2021/feb/06/star-buys-celebrities-meteorite-prices-elon-musk
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Contact:

Workshop Schedule

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

March 2021
Sunday

Vice-President
Matthew Poirier
vicepres@olmc.ca

Monday

Tuesday

1

2
Silversmith
video call
19:00 p.m.

Wednesday
3
Lapidary
2:30-9:00

Thursday
4

Friday

Saturday

5

6
Lapidary
10:00-16:00

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

7

8
Faceting
17:00-20:00

9
Silversmith
video call
19:00 p.m.

10
Lapidary
2:30-9:00

11

12

13
Lapidary
10:00-16:00

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

14

15
MIG
video call
time TBD

16
Silversmith
video call
19:00 p.m.

17
Lapidary
2:30-9:00

18

19

20
Lapidary
10:00-16:00

21

22

23
Silversmith
video call
19:00 p.m.

24
Lapidary
2:30-9:00

25

26

27
Lapidary
10:00-16:00

28

29
Faceting
18:30-21:00

30
Silversmith
video call
19:00 p.m.

31
Lapidary
2:30-9:00

Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Show Chair
Stéphane Jetté
showchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Eric Clara
news@olmc.ca

Virtual Exhibition of Jewellery
Late last year, École de joaillerie de Montréal held a virtual exhibition
of work made by YJS volunteers. "The rushed closure of the school
last March coincided almost exactly with the start of the annual
volunteer exhibition of the YJ, an event we want to set up every year
to thank and reward our many volunteers without whom we could not
be so active on the Montreal cultural scene. Culture Days, Nuit
blanche, presence in various salons and events - none of this would be possible
without all the help we receive from the community surrounding the YJ. Being
therefore unable to present a physical exhibition, we propose this year to discover
their work through this virtual exhibition!" The school also held an exhibition of
graduate work in November.
View some of the items on display using the links below.
https://ecoledejoaillerie.com/2020/10/07/exposition-virtuelle-des-benevoles-de-lejm/
https://ecoledejoaillerie.com/2020/11/19/dechaine-e-s-exposition-des-diplome-e-s-2020-de-lejm/
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OLMC Classified Ads

The OLMC has stones for sale at the workshop, Occasionally the club library must make room
from pebbles to boulders. Find the perfect
for new books, or has acquired duplicates.
stone for your project.
These are available for reasonable prices.
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OLMC Membership Application
New Membership

Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
P.O. Box 59028 Alta Vista
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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