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Workshop Address:
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Phone: 613-700-GEMS (4367)
Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

•
•

•

•

Our front door continues to blow open on windy days. Replacing the
tension bar is an option. Installing a doorbell and locking it on windy
days is also an option.
Management has designated the space between buildings as a snow
removal lane. Please do not park there during snow clearance.
Please turn the heat down to 65F before leaving. Please turn the heat
up to a comfortable level when arriving. Please flush the cold water
out of the garage water line when arriving.
The club needs a carpet cleaner, especially for the polishing room. If
need be, we can buy new. Please remove your snowy boots at the
front door.
The lapidary fordum is broken and must be repaired or replaced. If
anyone has one to sell or donate, please contact Kerry or Jean Guy.
The green belt sanders continue to vibrate excessively. Some
members are now using the 12-inch, red aluminum oxide, flatlap for
400,600,800 and 1000 grit cab grinding. The trick is to always keep
the stone in motion.
When using the tin oxide or cerium oxide polishing wheels, please do
not overcharge. Doing so causes grit to fly everywhere. A 10-inch felt
wheel can also be installed on the flatlap machine.
Please do not leave wood on top of the dop wax heater. Doing so
stinks up the workshop!

Kerry Day, President, OLMC
All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and thoughts that
could be included in the newsletters. Also, feel free to send your Classified
ads by e-mail to: news@olmc.ca

Date
Location
Speaker

Thursday, January 9
7:00 – 9:30 p.m.
OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road
Kerry Day

Club Meetings!
We meet to share our knowledge and interest
about gems, mineral, and jewellery! For details
or comments please contact: pres@olmc.ca

In this auction, we have a mixture of surplus machines, lapidary rough and mineral specimens.
Terms are cash and cheque. Viewing will begin at 7 pm. The auction will begin at 7:30 pm.
Members may contribute to the auction for a 80% return on the sale price. If you have a
minimum bid please make that clear ahead of time.
FACETING MACHINE DONATION
The club thanks Quintin and Willow Wight for their high-end faceting machine, which they sold
to the club for a token price of $250. Quintin and Willow are former executive members of the
old Ottawa Valley Mineral Association (OVMA) which Kerry rolled into the Lapsmith club back
in 1997. Both are regular speakers at the MIG meetings, which are open to everyone.

Date

Monday, January 20
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Location OLMC Workshop
190-1C Colonnade Road
Speaker Willow Wight

Gemmologist Willow Wight is the Canadian Delegate
to the International Gemmological Conference. In
2017, the conference was held in Windhoek, Namibia.
Willow and her husband, Quintin, travelled there, and
took part in the pre- and post-conference field trips.

They visited the Namdeb diamond mining area in the “forbidden zone” and other mines, several
museums, and the Ûiba Ôas Crystal Market. Together, they will describe their visits, the general
geology of Southern Namibia, and some of the wildlife.

Date

Wednesday, January 8
7:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Location Marion Hall, Room 121
Earth Sciences, Ottawa U
Speaker Hanika Rizo
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Dr. Hanika Rizo, Dept. of Earth Sciences, Carleton
University presents “From Molten Magma to Modern
World”. How do we know the age of the Earth, or
that it was a molten ball of magma at some point early
in its history? Scientists have found evidence from
Earth’s early history, and more evidence may still lurk
in our planet’s interior.
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Excerpted from the obituary at First Memorial Funeral Services
(https://firstmemorialfairview.com)
After a short illness, surrounded
by family, she passed peacefully
December 2, 2019. She leaves in
sorrow her only son Kenneth (Lia
Spoltore) and their daughter
Gianna Spoltore. Will be missed
by longtime partner Mark
Przesiecki, Marks children, Misha
Przesiecki and Mykol Przesiecki,
and grandchildren, Mika
Przesiecki, Kaden Heney and
Avaya Heney. Jo Anne leaves
behind siblings Colleen Lazenby (Bruce Stanbury), Susan Montgomery (Douglas),
and Peter Lazenby. Will be remembered by nieces and nephew, Leila
Montgomery (Sean Elliott), Sean Montgomery (Caleigh), Celeste Jordan and Zoe
Lazenby. Jo Anne will be deeply missed by her sweet dog Reese.
Besides belonging to the OCA, she devoted time to the Rideau Rockcliffe
Community Development Framework Committee and Ottawa Community
Housing (OCH) where needed. Jo had volunteering in her blood and started from a
young age helping the elderly and infirm, volunteer show coordinator for OLMC,
Volunteer board member and supporter of all community events in Overbrook and
with the OCH. Jo was always an enthusiastic volunteer role model beloved by
many in our community. Jo was an artist with her jewelry design and teaching
business, the Art of Jewelry. Longtime Member of Ottawa Lapsmith & Mineral
Club.
A celebration of life took place December 15, 2019, 1-3 pm at Racine, Robert and
Gauthier Funeral Home, 180 Montreal Road, Ottawa, ON. In Jo’s memory, the
OLMC donated some money to the Trillium Gift of Life Network.
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By Vicki Jasperse, December 26, 2019
We set out for Stonehenge, England’s iconic, prehistoric monument on a cold and
rainy mid-December day. Once arrived, the rain stopped, the clouds broke up and
the sun burst through to utterly magical effect. While the facts surrounding the
architects and construction of Stonehenge remain shadowy, this ancient place is
nothing short of awe-inspiring.
It is generally believed that construction of Stonehenge happened over at least 400
years, beginning in 3000 B.C. The first phase was a simple circular earthwork
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ditch and banked enclosure,
known as a “henge”, within
which tall timber posts were
erected.
Several hundred years later,
nearly 80 “bluestones’ -- 43 of
which remain standing today –
were positioned in a circular
formation within the henge.
Scientists have traced these
igneous rocks, primarily dolerite
and rhyolite, to the Preseli Hills
in Wales, more than 200 miles
away. The bluestones are named
for the bluish hue they take on
when wet or cut, and some are
as tall as ten feet and weigh up
to four tons.
Transporting the bluestones would have required a trip of some 250 miles—with
the slabs likely floated on rafts, then pulled overland by teams of men and oxen or
rolled on logs—along the south coast of Wales, crossing the Avon River near
Bristol and then heading southeast to the Salisbury Plain. More recent theories
have the builders transporting the bluestones with supersized wicker baskets or a
combination of ball bearings, long, grooved planks and teams of oxen. Whatever
the route and transportation method, the immensity of the effort clearly speaks to
the importance of these stones to the Stonehenge builders.
During the third phase of construction, which took place around 2000 B.C.,
“sarsen” or sandstone slabs were arranged into an outer crescent or ring. Others
were assembled into the iconic, three-pieced structures called trilithons that stand
tall in the center of Stonehenge. On average, the sarsens are up to 30 feet tall and
weigh 25 tons. These enormous blocks were quarried in the Marlborough Downs,
25 miles north of the Salisbury Plain, and it is believed they were transported to the
site with the help of sledges.
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Historians and
archaeologists agree that
several distinct tribes of
people contributed to the
building of Stonehenge,
each taking on a different
phase of its construction.
The first stage was
undertaken by Neolithic
peoples who were likely
native to the British Isles.
Later, groups with
advanced tools and a more
communal way of life left
their imprint on the site.
Some studies suggest
these were immigrants
from the European
continent, but many
scientists think they were native Britons descended from the original builders.
There is strong archaeological evidence that Stonehenge was used as a burial site,
at least for part of its long history, but most researchers believe it served other
functions as well— as a ceremonial site, a healing or religious pilgrimage
destination, a final resting place for royalty or a memorial erected to honor and
spiritually connect with ancestors.
In 1986, Stonehenge was added to UNESCO’s register of World Heritage sites.
You can read more about this ancient site at http://www.stonehenge.co.uk/.

Annual Renewal Fees
December was the end of the calendar year, which means that all annual fees for
the Club -- Membership, Annual Workshop Fee, and Lockers -- must be paid for
the year 2020 by the end of January, at the latest. Also, if your membership is not
renewed, then you will no longer receive the club newsletters.
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Cobalt is a critical component of the
lithium-ion batteries used in smartphones,
tablets, laptops and electric cars. In 2015, a
pound of cobalt cost $10, but today it sells
for USD $14.74 per pound. Recently, five
of the world's largest tech companies are
being sued over the deaths and injuries of
Congolese children being exploited to mine
for cobalt. As this mineral becomes
increasingly important, expect more
scrutiny into how it is produced.
About 55 percent of the world’s
cobalt is mined in the Democratic Republic
Figure 1: Cobalt Ore from Cobalt, ON (source: Wikipedia)
of Congo, while about 4 percent is mined in
Canada. Several years ago, there was renewed interest in the mines around Cobalt,
Ontario. In 2017, it was reported that over a dozen mining companies were staking out
claims there as the price of the mineral increased. While cobalt was discovered there, the
town only experienced an economic boom when silver was discovered in the area in the
summer of 1903, during construction of the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railway.
There wasn't much interest in extracting cobalt ore at the time. Locations were very
poorly documented or not reported, said Gino Chitaroni, president of the Northern
Prospectors Association.
In 2017, First Cobalt Corp. announced the acquisition of 22 mining claims in
Cobalt, including the Bellellen Mine. These claims increase First Cobalt's footprint in the
area by 40%. One year later, CBLT Inc. sold two claims in the historic CobaltGowganda silver-cobalt mining district to Australian miner Krakatoa Resources. Those
claims are located peripheral to a cluster of former silver-cobalt mines at Gowganda, 85
kilometres northwest of Cobalt, whose mines operated from 1910 to 1989, and in total
produced 60.1 million ounces of silver and 1.4 million pounds of cobalt, or roughly 0.6
percent of the world market in just the year 2017.
https://abcnews.go.com/International/apple-google-microsoft-dell-tesla-named-lawsuit-deaths/story?id=67795965
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/cobalt-mining-resurgence-1.4030303
https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/resources/mining-ontario/cobalt-ontario-canadas-silver-town
http://www.infomine.com/investment/metal-prices/cobalt/
https://www.azomining.com/News.aspx?newsID=14641
https://www.mining.com/canadian-miner-sells-cobalt-assets-ontario/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cobalt
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Goss acetylene torch with small tank and
3 tips: 2, 3, and 4. $75 or best offer.
Please contact Joy: jmcdonell@bell.net
613 736-9324
Donations Offer and Requests!
The club workshop is looking for a new
fordum and carpet cleansers.
Kerry Day kaygeedeerocks@gmail.com or
Jean-Guy Bradette
jbradette7752@rogers.com
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January 2020

Contact:
President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

Vice-President
Arnold Roos
vicepres@olmc.ca

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
Workshop
Closed

2

3

Friday

4
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

9
OLMC
Meeting

10

11
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

17

18
Lapidary
10am – 12pm
25
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

5
Silver Smith
10am – 4pm

6

7 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

8
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

12
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

13
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

15
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

19
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

20
MiG Meeting

14 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm
21 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

22
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

23

24

26
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

27
Faceting
6:30pm – 9pm

28 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

29
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

30

31

7pm–9pm

Saturday

7:30pm-9pm

16
Exec. Board
Meeting
7pm- 9pm

February 2020
Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca

Show Chair
Stéphane Jetté
showchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Eric Clara
news@olmc.ca

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

2
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

3
Faceting
5pm – 8pm

4 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

5
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

6

7

8
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

9
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

10

12
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

13
OLMC
Meeting

14

15
Lapidary
10am – 12pm

16
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

20
MiG Meeting

11 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm
21 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

24

25
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

23
Silver Smith
(to be
confirmed)

24
Faceting
6:30pm – 9pm

25 Lapidary
10am – 2pm
Silver Smith
6:30pm – 9pm

26
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

28

29
Lapidary
10am – 4pm

7pm–9pm

7:30pm-9pm

22
Lapidary
2:30pm – 9pm

20
Exec. Board
Meeting
7pm- 9pm

27

We are on Facebook, join
us!

http://www.facebook.com/Ott
awaLapsmithMineralClub
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OLMC Membership Application
New Membership

Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
190-1C Colonnade road
Nepean (Ottawa), ON K2E 7J5
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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