The Cutting Edge
Monthly Newsletter of the Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
In this month’s
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News and Meetings
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The club continues in virtual mode as we enter another Covid
winter. The executive is waiting for the pandemic to end before
committing our financial resources to another gem show.

Holiday Auction Cont’d p. 2

Due to Covid no Christmas party is planned this year.

News Around the World p. 3

Our October auction grossed ~$1800 and netted ~$900 for the
club. Unfortunately, we had to shell out $1850 to keep the
workshop doubly insured! Our Christmas auction has grossed
>$2700 at the time of this writing. We should soon be growing
our bank account. More auctions/sales are planned for 2022.

Great OLMC Jewellery
Challenge III
p. 5
Sasquatch Caves of Hope,
British Columbia
p. 7
Membership Renewal
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Meeting Schedule
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Classified Ads
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Membership form
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Workshop Address:
P.O Box 59028 Alta Vista
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Phone: 613-850-5486

The club has received a significant donation of two 5-gallon pails of
nice cutting rough from the estate of a Manotick cutter. Notable is
an abundance of nephrite jade.
My phone number is doubling as the club phone number. The club
number is full of solicitation and spoofing calls. To contact the club
by phone, you must call at least twice using the same number. So,
e-mail is the best way to contact the club.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS and HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Kerry Day
OLMC President
pres@olmc.ca

Website:
http://www.olmc.ca
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
OttawaLapsmithMineralClub

All members are invited to submit articles, proposals, and
thoughts that could be included in the newsletters. Also, feel
free to send your Classified ads by e-mail to: news@olmc.ca
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MIG ONLINE Meeting
There are no meetings scheduled for the
Mineral Interest Group in December.
Any OLMC member can join the Mineral
Interest Group and receive invites to the
meetings. Contact John Montgomery
montgomeryjr50@gmail.com

Donations and Sales
The club has a GoFundMe page, if anyone
wants to donate to on-going storage costs and
for the future workshop rent. We very much
appreciate donations.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-the-ottawalapsmith-and-mineral-club

Holiday Auction Continues
Until Dec. 12
The next OLMC auction/buy it now sale will be a fourweek event starting November 15 and ending December 12.
We will have 150 club lots ranging from machinery to
supplies to rough to mineral specimens. Club members may
put in as many 15 rock or jewelry related items (maximum
of 5 auction and 10 buy it now). We are aiming at a 300 lot
event. Our shipping policy for wins also remains the same.
Saturday Pick-up location:
101 Promenade Ave, Nepean, ON, K2E5Y1
For more information, contact: auctions@olmc.ca
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Wanuskewin Plans for
UNESCO Heritage Status

`

The discovery of four petroglyphs, bison jumps and
the excavation of numerous camp sites means the park
has a hefty submission to UNESCO through Parks
Canada. It could happen as soon as June 2025.
Ernie Walker is a forensic anthropologist and park
founder at Wanuskewin, which was a ranch property
north of Saskatoon that he had leased in the 1980s. At the time, he named the site Newo
Asiniak, which means "four stones" in the Cree language.
Bison were reintroduced in 2019. In August 2020, the bison were in a paddock, and their
hooves turned up the soil. Then Walker saw the top of a boulder protruding from the ground.
Four petroglyphs stones were uncovered: a 225 kg ribstone, a 9 kg stone, a 340 kg stone
with grid patterns, and a 545 kg boulder. Walker also found a stone knife next to the stones.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/rock-art-wanuskewin-heritage-park-petroglyphs-excavated-1.6254819

Fossil Found in Utah
May be New Species
In October, paleontologists with the
Petrified Forest National Park and other
organizations in Utah collected the 290million year old skeleton that may be of a
newly discovered species.
The bones were found at the bottom of a
rock wash in the Canyonlands area.
Officials said the Permian-aged specimen
was threatened by erosion whenever a
monsoon rainstorm flashed the canyon.

Photo courtesy of the PEFO team

https://local21news.com/news/offbeat/pefo-paleontologists-collect-290m-year-old-skeleton-of-potential-new-species

It’s Name is Davemaoite
Geophysicists have discovered the first example
of a form of wollastonite in a diamond hauled from
the Earth's mantle. It has been named davemaoite
after prominent geophysicist Ho-kwang (Dave) Mao.
Wollastonite is a calcium silicate -- CaSiO3 or
Ca3(SiO3)3 -- found all over the world. This
version has a crystalline structure that forms only
under high pressure and high temperatures.
Davemaoite has long been suspected to exist in
Ordinary Wollastonite, courtesy of WikiMedia
great quantities, but it breaks down into other
minerals as it moves to the cooler and less dense surface, so scientists never found any direct
evidence of it. Analysis of a diamond from Botswana, which formed in the mantle 660 km
below the Earth's surface, revealed a sample of intact davemaoite trapped inside.
https://www.livescience.com/new-mantle-mineral-found-in-diamond
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Pyramid Carvings Reveal Team A, Team B
A recent study of the 3500-year-old
temple of Hatshepsut indicates that
ancient artists and sculptors worked in
teams, with talented masters overseeing
large crews of rookie chiselers and other
assistants.
This pronouncement is new because
for the last two centuries, researchers
considered the temple decorations as
sources of information, not art. Not
much is known about individual
Egyptian artists and their methods.

`

University of Warsaw archaeologist
Anastasiia Stupko-Lubczynska and
colleagues were part of a painstaking and ongoing effort by the University of Warsaw’s
Polish-Egyptian expedition to clean and restore the temple’s damaged walls.

Carved and painted figures on a wall at the Temple of Hatsephut,
near Luxor, Egypt, from WikiMedia

Before conservationists cleaned the figures, Stupko-Lubczynska and a team of draftspeople
spent hundreds of hours between 2006 and 2013, documenting the chapel walls by hand,
copying the carvings on sheets of plastic film at a one-to-one scale.
In the process, the team identified tiny details in the soft limestone of the chapel, including
clumsy chisel strokes and later corrections. The analysis also showed the work was a team
effort, done in phases by different artists.
https://www.science.org/content/article/female-pharaoh-s-tomb-reveals-how-egypt-s-ancient-masters-carved-their-art

La Palma Volcano Update
The seismicity continues under the central
area of Cumbre Vieja volcano. The National
Geographic Institute reported a total of 44
earthquakes on November 25, though only six
of them could be felt. The strongest one was
a magnitude 4.8 quake with a depth of 37 km.
Geisers of lava are still seen at the vents, and
sufur dioxides (SO2) emissions have been
measured at 5,250 tons per day. The current
height of the cone was measured at 1,126 m.
above sea level, and it is growing.
There are more drone videos of this volcano
showing the lava fountains and smoke plumes
from the cone.
https://www.volcanodiscovery.com/lapalma/
sep2021seismic-crisis/current-activity.html
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Large Roman Mosaic
Uncovered in UK
A vivid 1,700-year-old mosaic, which depicts
part of Homer’s Iliad, was uncovered in an
isolated field in Rutland, U.K.
Jim Irvine began the investigation after
discovering pottery shards on his father's
farm. He got help from some search engine
satellite images, and spent two summers
digging with a shovel.
The mosaic would have been the centrepiece
of a triclinium or feasting area of a substantial
Roman villa complex. It is one of only a
handful of examples known in the world.
https://inews.co.uk/news/extraordinary-roman-mosaicdepicting-scenes-from-homers-iliad-found-rutland-farmersfield-1317461
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The

Great

`

Above: Karl Shcutt,
Copper shot glass
Left: Darcy Paquet ,
Pickle fork with attitude
Above: Sushila Raju,
Cookie Nabber to
catch the cat.
Below: Vera Hill,
French sand cast tiny
evergreen twig with
Souvenir 1000 Islands
teaspoon bowl

Jewellery has super powers. It
can make us feel good. It
connects us to other people
and memories. It can even
bring our ancestors to life. If
that doesn’t meet the test of
usefulness, then what does?

Below: Janet Borzecki ,
Etched salt cellar with
spoon; Herb Stripper &
Chopper

The October Challenge
Create a utensil -- a tool you
can hold in your hand and use
around the house – making the
most brilliant possible use of
jewellery-making materials.

Vicki Jasperse,
Strawberry pincushion
(workshop with Naomi
Smith, Indigenous
educator and artisan)
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Top Left:

Karl Schutt, Candy dish lid

Angèle Aubin,
Copper coiffing
utensil,

`

Left:
Vicki Jasperse,
Pumpkin wrist
pin cushion

Silver jump rings, domed silver
disks and a malachite cabochon
Angèle Aubin, Brass
sugar delivery utensil

Below:
Janet Borzecki
Tea Set:
Strainer,
measuring
spoons & honey
dipper

Pam Ellis, “Just
a Spoonful of
Sugar”

11” serving
spoon with seed
beads, Swarovski
crystal bicones
and quartz crystal
cluster
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Sasquatch Caves of Hope, British Columbia

`

The Sasquatch Caves is a series of
above-ground tubes that are
connected with one another to create
a hiking trail. The tubes are 60
meters in length, and the entire trail
is one kilometer.
They are found in the HarrisonChehalis region, home of the
Sts’ailes First Nation near Hope,
British Columbia. There have been
more than 200 reported Sasquatch
sightings in British Columbia.
Tourists are welcome to try their luck
Sasquatch Cave photo courtesy of Atlas Obscura
making their own sightings.
The caves are located on the private property of the Holiday Motel & RV Resort. Entrance
is free, but the motel owners ask all visitors to sign a waiver in the front office.
In addition to the caves, the town of Hope is famous for its artistic chainsaw carvings,
which include Sasquatch creations.
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/sasquatch-caves

From the Library…
The essential characters of a precious stone are
not, as a rule, present in thomsonite, but there
is one variety of the mineral which is
sometimes used for this purpose. This occurs
filling amygdaloidal cavities in volcanic rocks
at Good Harbour Bay on Lake Superior: these
rounded masses are sometimes weathered out
of the rock and found lying loose on the
shore… These water-worn pebbles, the largest
of which are an inch in diameter, are collected
on the shore and polished: no attempt is made
to reach those still enclosed in the solid rock,
and stones which are worked are only worn in
the place of their origin.
Max Bauer
Precious Stones Volume II, 1904
Where is the love?
Thomsonite
photo courtesy of
WikiMedia
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dd88clF5koY

Big on Biggs Jasper
Biggs jasper is a "picture jasper" with
particular shell-like or layer-like patterns in
shades of brown ranging from beige to dark
brown. Its sedimentary origin makes it a
rare stone and valuable to collectors.
It was first discovered around 1960, in
basalt deposits near Biggs Junction,
Oregon. More of the stone was found
during road works in 1966, when U.S.
Route 97 was relocated through a canyon
south of Biggs Junction.
Biggs jasper became popularized after road
workers collected it and sold it to local rock
shops. -- Wikipedia
Example of Biggs
jasper pattern
photo courtesy of
WikiMedia
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Membership Has Benefits

Contact:

We are beginning the last month of the year. That means
it is time to think about renewing your membership. You
have until January 31, 2022, to do so.

President
Kerry Day
pres@olmc.ca

The OLMC has been offering 2022 memberships since
last October. Since then, we welcomed six new members
who had the opportunity to attend a recent field trip.

Vice-President
Matthew Poirier
vicepres@olmc.ca

In 2021 we finished the year with 129 members. Twenty-two
of them are new members.
The pandemic forced the Club to close the workshop, but the OLMC Club is still
alive. By renewing your membership, you fuel the executive committee to support
all of our activities and eventually re-open the workshop. This is my wish for 2022.

Secretary
Bob Boisvert
sec@olmc.ca

Thank you and have a good Holidays season.
Treasurer
Rita Hudec
treasurer@olmc.ca

Nathalie Bourget, OLMC Membership Chair
memberchair@olmc.ca

OLMC Meeting Schedule
Workshop Chair
Jean-Guy Bradette
workshop@olmc.ca

December 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

3

Friday

Saturday
4

Membership Chair
Nathalie Bourget
memberchair@olmc.ca
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
Silversmith
video call
19:00

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
Silversmith
video call
19:00

29

30

31

Show Chair
Stéphane Jetté
showchair@olmc.ca

Newsletter Editor
Eric Clara
news@olmc.ca

Auction Team
auctions@olmc.ca
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OLMC Classified Ads

Alan Sankey is looking
for a large saw with a
14-inch blade or larger.
He can be reached at
alainsankey@gmail.com

Upcoming Craft Shows
The Silver Cove Gem show will be at the EY
centre December2-5. Details can be found at:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ottawa-rock-ngem-show-tickets-166462073543
Jean-Guy Bradette will host a cabochon and
freeform sale on Saturday, December 11, from
11:00 am until 4:00 pm, at Rainbow Minerals,
2255 Gladwin Crescent, Ottawa (near the
Science and Tech museum).
"Le grand marché de Noël ZIBI" Dec. 10-12.
Simplement Minerals will be there, along with
other vendors.
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All CCFMS club members throughout
Manitoba, Ontario, and Québec, are
welcome on all NPGS field trips. You
must bring proof of current club
membership.
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/trips.htm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1392693
367698780/
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OLMC Membership Application
New Membership

Membership Renewal

Individual – $20

Family (2+ persons in the same residence) – $30

Other Services:
Annual workshop access fee: $90 per year (replace workshop usage fee of $3/visit)
Newsletter advertisement: $25 per year for members
Ten quarter pages per year over ten newsletters, which can be combined for fewer,
larger ads. Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter pay $55 (family
membership + advertising fee)
Locker Fee: $25 per year (depends on locker availability)
Cabochon Course: $60 – required for all members who want to use the lapidary machinery.
More information can be found at http://www.olmc.ca
Names(s):

___________________________________________________________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________

City:

______________________________

Province:

_______________

Postal Code:

______________________________

Telephone:

_______________

Please specify how you would like to receive OLMC’s newsletter:
By e-mail
By mail

_____________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt?

Yes

Payments are payable by cash or cheque only to Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club.
Please mail your membership form and fees to:
Ottawa Lapsmith and Mineral Club
P.O. Box 59028 Alta Vista
Ottawa, ON K1G 5T7
Please note that all membership information is used only for administrative purposes.
Administration use only:
Card provided:
Yes

Supervisor signed:

Yes

Date: __________________

Questions? Please contact us by phone 613 700-4637 or email workshop@olmc.ca

You can also go on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/OttawaLapsmithMineralClub
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